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Laika pavadiSana arzemeés var but
gan veiksmiga, gan riskanta. Un, lai
gan meés esam parliecinati, ka Jusu
uzturésanas Latvija bus bagata ar po-
zitivua pieredzi, tomer vélamies
noradit lietas, kuras vajadzétu nemt
vera.

Saja avizes “Hallo, Latvija!” nu-
mura meés apskatisim jautajumus, ar
kuriem Jums var nakties saskarties
ikdiena, gan iekartojoties jaunaja
dzivesvieta, gan izmantojot vietejo sa-
tiksmi, gan iepazistot vietejo kultiru
un cilvekus. Isi sakot — laipni ludzam
Latvija!
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Transports un
parvietosanas iespéjas

Ierodoties Latvija, nakamais solis
ir izplanot, ka orientéties. Latviju ap-
kalpo plass vietéjo un starptautisko au-
tobusu tikls (www.autoosta.lv), ka ari
dazas lielas dzelzcela linijas (www.ldz.lv).
Tomeér transporta tikls ir centralizéts —
ir viegli noklit galvaspilséta, tacu
griutibas var sagadat parvietoSanas
starp provinces pilsétam. Plasaku in-
formaciju par transporta sarakstiem
var sameklét www.1188.lv latvieSu,
anglu un krievu valodas.

Riga sabiedriska transporta tiklu vei-
do autobusi, tramvaji un trolejbusi.
BraukSanas talonu vienai reizei var
iegadaties pie transporta lidzekla vadita-
ja. “Plus Punkts” un “Narvesen” kioskos
un citas tirdzniecibas vietas iesp&jams
iegadaties brauksanas kartes (e-talonus)
vairakam braukSanas reizém.

Ja Jums ir autovaditdja aplieciba
no valsts, kas neietilpst Eiropas Sa-
vieniba (ES), Jums ir tiesibas izman-
tot So apliecibu Latvija tikai vienu ga-
du. Jums ari jabut derigai starptautis-
kai autovaditaja apliecibai, kas biitiba
kalpo kd arzemju autovaditija ap-
liecibas tulkojums un tiek izsniegts
daudzas autotransporta organizacijas
pasaulé. Beidzoties autovaditaja ap-
liecibas deriguma terminam, Jums
bis jakarto teorétiskais eksamens, lai
iegitu ES autovaditaja licenci. To no-
droSina Latvijas celu satiksmes
drosibas direkcija www.csdd.lv.
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IIpeObiBanMe 3a rpaHuNIedl MOKeT)
OBITH KaK yBJIEKaTeJIbHBIM, TAK H PHCKO-
BaHHbIM. HecMOTpsT Ha Hamry yBepeH-
HOCTh B TOM, 4T0 Bamie mpeOniBanue B
JlarBun Oyner 0e30MACHBIM H MOHBIM
BIEYATICHHH, XOTHM oOpaTuTh Bamie
BHHMAaHHE HA HEKOTOPbIE MOMEHTHI. In this issue of Hallo, Latvija!, we

B 3T0M HOMepe razersl «Xamwio, JIar-  will look at some issues you may face
BHS!» MBI INIAHMPYEM PACCMOTPETh pa3- | jn everyday life as you settle into your
JIHYHbIC TeMbI, 3aTparnBalomme GbITO- gy ew home, from surviving on the local
BEI€ BONPOCHI BO Bpeyst Bammero npe6br- roads to discovering the local culture
BaHus B JIaTBHH. TO B HCHOIH30BaHHE . . ..
MECTHBIX JIOPOT, H 00YCTPOHCTBO Ha HO- a_nd making .t.'l:lends. In short, lal'pnl
BOM MecTe, H 3HAKOMCTBO ¢ Mecrnpivu ludzam Latvija — welcome to Latvia!
TPaJHIHsSIMH H KyJbTypor. Haye roso-
Psi — 100po nozKanoBaTh B JlaTBHIO!

Living abroad can be both rewarding
and risky. And while we are sure that
your stay in Latvia will be rich in posi-
tive experiences, a few memorable
bumps on the road cannot be ruled out.

Getting around

A

Tpancnopr 1 BO3MOXKHOCTH
NepeIBHKEeHIS

You've obviously made it to Latvia,
so the next step is to figure out how to
get around the place. Latvia is served by
an extensive network of local and inter-
national bus routes (www.autoosta.lv),
as well as a few major railway lines
(www.ldz.lv). However, the network is
quite centralised and it can be easier to
get to the capital than between provin-
cial centres. See www.1188.lv for
timetable information in English,
Latvian and Russian.

If you have a driver license from a
non-EU country, you have the right to
use this license for up to one year of resi-
dence in Latvia. You must also have a
valid international driver licence, which

yessentially serves as a translation of the
.foreign license is issued by motoring

Crefyrolyii mar rnocie mpuObITHS Ha
TeppUTOpPHIO JIaTBUK — TIOHSATH, KaK OpHEH-
THpOBaThCs. B JlaTBUM eHCTBYET IMUPOKUI
CNEKTP KaK MECTHBIX W MEKIyHAPOIHbIX
aBTOOYCHBIX MEPEBO3YMKOB (WWW.autoos-
ta.lv), Tak # 3KeNe3HOTOPOKHBIX Macca-
SKHPCKHX nepeBo3unkos (www.ldz.lv). Ho
BCE BUIbI TPAHCIIOPTHBIX EPEBO30K HMEIOT
BBICOKYIO CTENEHb IeHTpamu3anud. To
€CTh, MOMACTh B CTOJIHIIY JIETKO, & MEPEMIBU-
SKeHHE MO neprdepun 3aTpyIHEHO.

Bonee moppo6Hasi nH(opManus 0 Map-
IpyTax Ha JATHIICKOM, PYCCKOM H aHr-
JINACKOM $I3bIKE TOCTYIHA HA CIPABOYHOM
nopraie www.1188.1v.

B Pure KypcupytoT Takue BUibl OOLIECT-
BEHHOTO TPAHCIOPTa KaK TpamBaw, TpOJ-
nerdyc u aproOyc. Ilpoe3nHol TaloH Ha
ONIMH MPOE3[] MOXHO KYMHUTh Y BOIUTENsI
TPAHCMOPTHOTO CPEACTBa. B KMOCKax Top-
roseix cerern “Plus Punkts”, “Narvesen”
¥ IPYTUX TOPrOBBIX TOYKAX MOXKHO IPHOG-
PEcTH MpOoe3[HbIe KapThbl (2-TANOHBI) MH-
HHUMYM Ha [ISITh [OE30K.

Ecnu y Bac umeroTcst aBTOBOIMTENBCKUE
npaBa, BbIJAHHbIC B CTpaHe, KOTOpas He
BxoouT B coctaB EC, To Bbl nmeete npaso
UX MCIONb30BaTh B JlaTBuM B TeueHue on-
HOro roja. B atom ciyyae y Bac JOIKHO
ObITh HEMPOCPOYEHHOE MEXIyHAPOJHOE
BOJIUTEIbCKOE YAOCTOBEPEHHE, KOTOPOE ;
BBIIACTCS] BO MHOTHX OPraHM3alisiX aBTO- and others. The state language is
TPaHCIIOpTa B MUDE. Latvian, and making the effprt to

Uepes ron Bam Hajio GyeT ciath Teope- ‘learn some of the ‘language will win
THYECKUH 3K3aMEH, YTOObI MOMy4uTh Jiu- YOU frlends and give a deeper per-
spective on the local people and their
obecneunsaer Jlateuiickas aBToopoxnas —culture. Russian is also widely spo-
uncnekuust (Latvijas celu satiksmes  ken in Latvia, while many younger
drosibas direkcija) www.csdd.lv. people speak English.

organisations in many countries. After
one year, you have to pass a theoretical
exam to obtain an EU license. These
can be arranged through Latvia’s De-
partment of Road Safety, www.csdd.lv .

Language

Latvia is a multicultural country,
with Latvians comprising about 60
percent of the population, Russians
30 percent, and smaller communities
of Belorussians, Ukrainians, Poles



Valoda
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Latvija ir multikulturala valsts, kura 60% iedzivotaju ir lat-
viesi, 30% krievi un mazakumtautibas - baltkrievu, ukrainu,
polu un citu tautibu kopienas. Valsts oficiala valoda ir latvieSu
valoda. Krievu valoda tiek daudz izmantota sazina, savukart
daudzi jaunakas paaudzes cilvéki prot ari anglu valodu.

Nelielas latvieSu valodas zinasanas palidzes Jums iegiit draugus
un labak izprast viet€jo kultiiru un cilvékus, ka ari noderés, lai sa-
prastu publiski izvietoto informaciju, ielu nosaukumus, norades.
Filmas tiek raditas originalvaloda ar latviesu un krievu subtitriem,
savukart TV programmas parsvara tiek ierunatas latvieSu valoda.
Latvija ir attistits kabeltelevizijas tikls, kas lauj skatities raidijumus
no citam valstim anglu, krievu un citas valodas. Lielakas Latvijas
avizes ir Latvijas Avize, Diena, Neatkariga Rita Avize un Dienas
bizness. Lielakas krievu avizes ir Chas un Telegraf. Anglu valoda
tiek izdota avize The Baltic times.

Atseviskas darba vietads ir nepiecieSams iegut sertifikatu,
kur$ norada konkrétu valsts valodas zinasanu limeni. Latvijas
Sabiedribas integracijas fonda majas lapa www.Isif.lv ir plass
saraksts ar latvieSu valodas kursiem. Informacija ir latvieSu un
krievu valodas, ka ari ir noraditas saites uz vairakiem anglu
valodas kursiem.

Sakari

Viet€jas vai starptautiskas sarunas iespéjams veikt no jeb-
kura telefona vai taksofona. Lai veiktu zvanus no taksofona,
avizu kioska vai cita tirdzniecibas vietd nepiecieSams
iegadaties priekSapmaksas karti.

Tris popularakie mobilie operatori Latvija ir Latvijas Mo-
bilais telefons (www.lmt.lv ), Tele2 (www.tele2.lv) un Bite
(www.bite.lv). Vienkarsakais veids, lai saktu izmantot savu
mobilo talruni kada no So operatoru tikliem, ir iegadaties
kadu no sakuma komplektiem, kura ietilpst SIM karte un no-
teiktas vértibas priekSapmaksas karte.

Publiskie interneta pieejas punkti atrodami vairakas pasvaldibu
iestades, tirisma informacijas punktos, Rigas Centralaja dzelzcela
stacija, lielako pilsétu stacijas un autoostas, pilsétu kafejnicas.

Kultara

LatvieSiem patik pavadit laiku arpus pilsétas - daba.
Nozimigakie gada svétki ir Ligo svétki (23.-24. junijs), kad cil-
véki dodas pie dabas uz laukiem, lai, péc sencu tradicijam,
dziedatu dziesmas, dzertu alu, lektu pari ugunskuram, tada
veida godinot isako nakti gada.

Latvija tiek svinéta Neatkarigas Latvijas proklaméSanas
diena (18.novembris) - svariga diena visiem latvieSiem, $aja
diena notiek militaras parades, ugunosana un svétku koncerti
Latvijas lielakajas pilsétas.

Ziemassveétkus svin 24. decembri, savukart pareizticigo
Ziemassvetki ir péc divam nedélam — 7. janvari. Jaungada
svinibas 31. decembri ir vienlidz svarigas visam kultiram.

Dziedasana ir viena no svarigakajam latvieSu tradicijam —
gandriz katra ciemata ir savs koris. Reizi piecos gados tuk-
stoSiem dziedataju sanak no visas valsts, lai vienotos kopigos
Dziesmu svétkos (latvieSu Dziesmu svétki ir UNESCO kultiiras
vértibu saraksta). Pat ja Jiis nerunajat latviesu valoda brivi, ko-
ris ir lieliska iespéja iepazit kultiru. www.gribudziedat.lv ir
plasa informacija, kas palidzés atrast piemérotu kori tiesi Jums.

Popularakas kultaras iestddes ir Naciondla opera
(www.opera.lv), Jaunais Rigas Teatris (www.jrt.lv), Dailes teatris
(www.dailesteatris.lv), Nacionalais teatris (www.teatris.lv),
M.Cehova Rigas Krievu teatris (www.trd.lv)

Biletes sporta un kultiiras pasakumiem var nopirkt bilesu
kas€s un www.bilesuparadize.lv un www.bilesuserviss.lv.

Ka iegut jaunus draugus

LatvieSi parasti ir visnotal atturigi, tomér, kad tos iepazisiet
tuvak, vini var but loti izpalidzigi un lojali. Ziedi tiek davinati
gandriz visos svarigos pasakumos, tomér parliecinieties, ka
jadavina nepara ziedu skaitu. Nesniedziet roku pari slieksnim,
jo tas tiek uzskatits par sliktu zimi.

Nacionalais sporta veids ir hokejs. Pasaules ¢empionata
laika maija ielas var redzét fanu pulkus, térpusos balta un sar-
kana, atbilstosi Latvijas valsts karoga krasam. Futbols un bas-
ketbols ari ir populars sporta veids Latvija.

Kaut ari lielaka dala latvieSu ir pilsétu iedzivotaji, viniem ir loti
svariga saikne ar dabu, tapéc daudziem ir lauku majas. Daudziem
patik pavadit nedélas nogali sénojot un ogojot meza, peldoties
ezera vai darot kaut ko citu atbilstosi gadalaikam.

Lietas, kas janem vera

Latvija nav tik etniski daudzveidiga ka Rietumeiropas vai
Ziemelamerikas valstis, un cilvéki ar atSkirigu izskatu izcelas
ikdiena. Ja Jus nonakat saskaré ar rasismu, Jums palidzes Lat-
vijas Cilvéktiesibu centra - www.humanrights.org.lv.

Latvijas galvaspilséta un kultaras dzives centrs ir Riga, kur
pastav iespéja saskarties ar riskantam situacijam, kas japatur
prata celotajiem. Pédéjos gados daudzi arvalstnieki bijusi spies-
ti maksat parmérigas cenas par alkoholiskajiem dzérieniem
Vecrigas baros. Més iesakdm Jums nepienemt uzaicindjumus
no sveSiniekiem apmeklét baru un parbaudit dzérienu cenu
pirms to pasitiSanas. ASV véstniecibas majas lapa tiek regulari
atjauninats saraksts ar taristiem bistamam iestadém, kuras ir
notikusi krapSana http://riga.usembassy.gov.

Kur zvanit arkartas gadijjumos:

Visparéjais glabsanas dienestu numurs zvanot no mobila
telefona ir 112, kur savieno ar jebkura dienesta dezurdalu.

Bezmaksas talrunis nelaimes gadijumos no fikseta talruna:

Ugunsdzéséji 01
Policija 02
Neatlieckama mediciniska

palidziba 03
Gazes avarijas dienests 04
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J3BIK

JlaTBusi SIBNSIETCST MyIBTHKYIIBTYPATbHBIM TOCYIAPCTBOM, ITIE OKO-
10 60% xwureneit - narbim, 30% pycckue, GEOpyChl, YKPAUHIIbL,
NOJSIKA M JAPYTHe HAIMOHATbHbIC MEHbIIMHCTBA. ['0CynapCTBEHHbIM
SI3BIKOM SIBJISIETCSI JIATHILCKHI SI3bIK. PyCCKHI SI3bIK aKTHBHO HCMONb-
3yeTcs B ObITY, @ MOJIOOE OKOJIEHHE CBOOOIHO BIAJEET AHINIUACKIM
S3bIKOM. MUHUMAJIbHOE 3HAHHE s13bIKa MOMOXET Bam HaiTi apy3ei 1
JIydIlle TOHSATb OCOOEHHOCTH MECTHOH KYIBTYpPbI, & TAKKE TIOMOKET
Bawm nydine opreHTHpOBaThCsl, HOHUMATh HA3BaHHE YJIL, YUTATh He-
00XOAUMYIO HH(POPMALIUIO.

B kuHOTEaTpax (hUIbMbI TOKA3bIBAIOT HA OPUTHHATBHOM SI3bIKE C
JATBILICKUMU M PYCCKMMH CYOTUTpaMH, a TeJleKaHabl NPEUMYLLECT-
BEHHO MOKAa3bIBAIOT MEPEayl Ha JIAThILICKOM si3bIke. B JlatBun pas-
BHTA CETh KaOENbHOIO TENEBUACHHS], JAIOIIast BO3MOXKHOCTb CMOTPETh
MHOCTPaHHbIC KaHAIbl Ha aHIIMACKOM, PYCCKOM M IPYIHX SI3bIKaX.
KpynHreiiimme razetsl Ha rocyIapcTBEHHOM si3bike - Latvijas Avize,
Diena, Neatkarigd Rita Avize u Dienas bizness. Kpynuenuue
ra3etbl Ha pycckoM — Yac, Bectu Ceronust u Tenerpad, a Ha aHmimii-
ckoM - The Baltic times.

Inst paGoter B JlatBun (B GOJBIIMHCTBE CIIy4aeB) HEOOXOMMMO
TPEIbSIBUTH TOKYMEHT O 3HaHHH TOCYJapCTBEHHOI'O s13bIKa Ha HEOOXO-
AauMoM yposHe. Jlateuiickuii (poHI MHTErpanuy OOLIECTBA NpeIara-
€T paxmM4HbIe KypChI JAThIICKOTO si3bIka (Www.Isif.lv). Mucopma-
1M cCaiiTa JOCTyIHA Ha JATILICKOM U PYCCKOM SI3bIKE, a TaK >Ke M10-
CTYIHBI CCBUIKM Ha CaWThI C KypcaMy aHIIMHACKOTO s3bIKa.

CBs3b

1151 MECTHBIX U MEXKIYHAPOIHBIX Pa3rOBOPOB MOXKHO HCIIONB30-
BaTh MOOM/IbHBIE TeIe(hOHbI U TAKCO(OHBI. [I1st 3BOHKA ¢ TaKCOhOHA
B KMOCKE HaJ0 KyMUTb KapTy MPEeoIUIaThl.

B JIatBum paGoTaroT TpU CambIX MOMYJISIPHBIX ONEPATOpa MOOWIb-
Hoi cBsu - Latvijas Mobilais telefons (www.mtlv ), Tele2
(www.tele2.lv) u Bite (www.bite.lv). Camblit npocToit 1myTh i1t Haya-
JIa MCTIONTb30BAHUsI YCITYT ONepaTopa - HOKYIKa Ha4aJbHOTO KOMILTEK-
Ta, BKIoyarorero B ce6s CM kapty u kapty npepornarsl. ITyHKTbI
JOCTyINa K MHTEPHETY €CTb BO BCEX YUPEXKICHHSIX CaMOYIpaBIEeHUs],
MyHKTaX MH(OPMAIMK 15l TYpUCTOB, Ha LIeHTpanbHON >Kene3HOmo-
PO>KHOM CTAHIIMH, aBTOBOK3A/IE, 4 TAK >K€ BO MHOTHX TOPOJICKHUX Kacpe.

Kyastypa

JlaTBuiiiaM HPABUTbCS MPOBOJUTH CBOOOJHOE BPEMsl Ha IPUPOTIE.

I'maBHbIe oTMeuaemble nmpasnHuKU: [IpoBo3rnamenie He3aBH-
cumoctu JlarBun (18 HOsIOpst) - BaKHBI A€HD LIS BCEX JIATBHI-
LIeB, OTMEYaeMbIi MPA3THAYHBIM NAPAOM, CATIOTOM M TIPA3IHNY-
HbIM KOHLEpTOM. PoxnecTBo mpasnHyior 24 neka6psi, a mpaBo-
cliaBHbIE M cTapooOpsiaubl - 7 siuapst. [IpasnHoBanne Hosoro ro-
na npoucxomut 31 mekaGpsi. DTOT Mpa3gHUK ONUHAKOBO BaKEH
ISl HApOJOB Pa3NM4HbIX KyabTyp. [Ipasmuuk Jluro ormeuaror
23-24 wionsi. B aT10T 1€Hb MHOTHWE JIIOAM OTIPABJISIIOTCS 32 TOPOJ
npa3aHoBaTh JIMro: OHM MOIOT MECHH, MBIOT THBO, MPBITAIOT Yepe3
KOCTEp M TaKUM 00pa3oM MPOBOMST CaMyto KOPOTKYIO HOYb B TOTY.

Ilenne — miaBHast naTeILICKask Tpaguuus. B KaKnoM nocenke ectb
cBoit xop. Pa3 B msitb nier mpoxoaut [pa3nHuk necHu (BKITIOYESH B CIU-
cok nocrostanit FOHECKO), B KOTOPOM NPUHUMAIOT Y4aCTHE ThICSUH
KOJUIEKTHBOB M3 BCEX YIOJNKOB CTpaHbl. [laske, eciu Bbl He cBOGOTHO
BIIaJeeTe JIATBIICKHM $SI3bIKOM, TO TIEHHE B XOpe NAeT MPEKPACHYHO
BO3MOXHOCTb TIPHOOIIMTECST K KYJbType JIAThIICKOro Hapopa. Ha
caiire www.gribudziedat.lv Ber Moxkere HaiiTH ogpoGHyt0 HHGOP-
MaLMIO U Mofo0paTh NOAXONSALMIA s ce0sl XOp.

Cawmble momyisipHble Teatpbl — Hanponansbii OnepHblid Teatp
(www.opera.lv), Pikckuit Hobiii Teatp (Www.jrt.lv), tearp «[laivie»
(www.dailesteatris.lv), HatponanbHbiit Tearp (Www.teatris.lv), Pik-
CKuil pycckuii Tearp um. Yexosa (Www.trd.lv ).

Buners! Ha pa3nuyHble KOHLEPTbI X CIIOPTHBHBIE MEPOIPHSITHS MOXK-
HO TpHOOpecTH B OWIETHbIX Kaccax Wi Ha caite - www.bilesu-
paradize.lv u www.bilesuserviss.lv.

Kak HaiTH HOBBIX JIpy3eH

JlaTpimm OOBIYHO CHOEpKaHHbBIE JIIOAHM, HO IpU Oosee OIM3KOM

3HAKOMCTBE Bbl yBUaMTE JIIOAEH TOTOBBIX NPUNATH Bam Ha momorp.

LIBeThI MPHUHSTO TApHTh HAa BCE OTMEYaeMble MPa3THUKH (KOH-
YECTBO L[BETOB JOJKHO ObITh HEYETHBIM).

He npunsito nogaBarh pyky, 310pOBasiCh 4epe3 Mopor, Tak Kak
3TO CUUTAETCS MNIOXUM 3HAKOM.

Oco6oe 3HaYeHue Mjis JATBUHAIIEB UMEIOT UMEHUHBI WK JIEHb aH-
resa. IMeHHHbI Npa3aHyIOTCs HApaBHE C JHEM POKIEHHSI.

HanmonanbHbli BU cnopra - XOkKed. Bo BpeMsi MeXKIyHapOgHO-
IO YEMIIMOHATa Ha YJIMLAX FOPOoia MOXKHO YBHIETb MHOXKECTBO 0O-
JIENBIIUKOB, OAETBIX B OEKIY LIBETOB (hyiara — KpacHO — Oelo-Kpac-
Hbld. DyTOON M 6ACKETOON TOXE SIBJISIIOTCS MOMYJISIPHBIMU BUAAMHU
cnopra. HecMorpst Ha TO, 4TO OOJbLIAsE YACTb JATBUALIEB IPOXKUBAET
B ropojiax, JJisi HUX BaXKHa CBsI3b ¢ nmpupofor. [loaromy MHOTHE nMe-
IOT 3arOPOHBIA JOM WM MPOCTO MPEANOYUTAIOT IIPOBOAUTL CBOOO/I-
HOE BpEeMs1 Ha IIPUPOAE: JIETOM, cOOMpast TpUObI, IUlaBasi B 03€pe, 3u-
MOM, KaTasiCh Ha JIbDKax.

10 HEOOXO0TUMO 3HATH

JlaTBusi, MO CPaBHEHMIO C APYrMMH CTpaHamH 3anagHod EBpomnbl n
CepepHoll AMEpHKH, HE SIBISIETCS] 3THUUECKH MHOIOOOpasHOH CTpa-
Ho#. [Tosromy oy ¢ OpyruM BHEIIHMM BUIOM OOpauliatorT Ha ceOst
BHUMaHue. Ecim Bbl cronkHynmics co ciyyasiMu pacusma, To Bam ro-
moxer Jlarsuiickuit Llentp mo Ilpasam Yenoseka (Latvijas
Cilvéktiesibu centra) www.humanrights.org.lv.

Pura - cromuua JlatBuu ¥ HEHTP Ky/IbTYpPHOH >KH3HH, [HIE CyIle-
CTBYET BO3MOXKHOCTb CTOJIKHYTHCSI C PHCKOBAHHBIMH WM HETIPHSIT-
HbIMH CUTYalUsIMU, O YeM HEOOXOIMMO 3HATh BCEM IyTEHIECTBEHHH-
KaM. 3a MOC/eHUE rofbl MHOTUE MHOCTPAHLbI ObUIM BbIHY>KICHBI
OIUTaYMBaTh YPE3MEPHbIE CUETa 32 CIUPTHbIE HANUTKK B Gapax cra-
pont Puru. Haw coBet, He npuHUMAaTh NPUIVIAIIEHHUS] IOCETUTb Oap OT
HE3HAKOMBIX JIIOZIEH, a LIEHbI 3@ HAIUTKY MPOBEPSITh MEPEN MX 3aKa-
3oM. Ha caiire noconbscrBa CIIA peryasipHO OOGHOBISIETCSI HH(POP-
Marust 00 YUpEKIEHHUsIX - ONAacCHbIX MECTax isl TYPHCTOB, B KOTO-
pBbIX MPOMCXOOWIM Clyyad MOIIEHHWYecTBa. http://riga.usem-
bassy.gov.

Kyna 3BoHMTH B KpaHHHMX CTy4asix:

Oomas ciryk0a cniaceHus1 ¢ MOOWIBLHOTrO TesnedoHa - 112,
u Bac coenuHsT ¢ HEOOXOTUMOMH CIIyKOO.

Becnaamusie Homepa cyx6 co cmayuoHapHvlX mee-
¢onoe:

IMoskapHast ciny>k6a 01
ITomamst 02
Heotnozxnasi MequiiMHCKast

ciry>k6a 03

ABapwuiiHasi ra30Basi ciy>koa 04
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Certain jobs require obtaining a certificate indicating a
particular level of proficiency in the state language. The
Latvian Social Integration Fund website www.Isif.lv has an
extensive list of Latvian language courses. The information
is in Latvian and Russian, but there are links to many courses
with English as well.

Movies are usually shown in the original language with
Latvian and Russian subtitles, while TV programmes are
generally dubbed. The major Latvian language newspapers
are Diena, Neatkarigd Rita Avize and Dienas bizness. The
main Russian titles are Chas and Telegraf. The Baltic Times
is an English-language weekly. Riga in Your Pocket is an
excellent city guide with regularly updated information on
dining, nightlife and accommodation.

The local culture

Latvians love to spend time in natural settings. By far the
biggest holiday of the year is Ligo (June 23-24) when people
head to the countryside to sing songs, drink beer and dance
around bonfires in honour of the longest day of the year.
Independence Day (November 18) is another major celebra-
tion, with parades, concerts and fireworks held in major cities
and towns. Western Christian denominations mark Christmas
on December 24, while the Orthodox community follows a
fortnight later, on January 7. New Years Eve (December 31)
is a big party for all cultures.

Singing is a major local tradition, with every village having
a choir. Every five years, thousands of singers gather from
across the country for the Song Festival, a UNESCO listed
celebration of music. Even if you are not fluent in Latvian,
joining a choir is a great way to get to know the country.
www.gribudziedat.lv has extensive information on choirs so
you can find the right one for you.

Popular cultural venues include the National Opera
(www.opera.lv), the New Riga Theater (www.jrt.lv), Dailes
Theater (www.dailesteatris.lv, the National Theatre
(www.teatris.lv) and the Russian Drama Theatre (www.trd.lv).

Tickets to cultural and sporting events can be bought at
venues or the following websites: www.bilesuparadize.lv and
www.bilesuserviss.lv.
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Making friends

Latvians are reserved initially, but once you get to know
them they can be extremely helpful and loyal. Flowers are
given on all sorts of occasions, but be sure to give an odd
numbered bunch. Do not shake hands over the threshold as
this is thought to bring bad luck.

The major national sport is ice hockey. The World
Championships held every May see hordes of supporters
clad in maroon and white thronging the streets. Riga
Dinamo is a Latvian team that plays in the Russian ice hockey
league and has a huge following. Basketball and football
(soccer) are also very popular. Although most Latvians are
city dwellers, people cherish their rural roots and many have
country houses. Spend a weekend gathering mushrooms in
the forest, swimming in the lake or doing whatever else is in
season. Sweating it out in a country sauna is a great way to
relax. There is a large network of guesthouses offering
accommodation and home cooked meals in beautiful parts
of rural Latvia (see www.celotajs.lv.)

Latvia’s gay community is well organised and offers a safe
environment to do your thing. See www.gay.lv for social
events and www.vilnis.lv for information on counselling.
Both sites are in Latvian, English and Russian.

The downside

Latvia is not as racially diverse as Western European or
North American countries, and people of different appearance
stand out in everyday life. If you encounter problems with
racism, contact the Latvian Centre for Human Rights —
www.humanrights.org.lv.

Wherever you end up living in Latvia, you will probably
get there via Riga or have cause to visit the city for various
reasons. The capital holds some particular risks for the
unwary traveller which should be borne in mind. In recent
years, many foreigners have been forced to pay exorbitant
prices for drinks in Old Town bars. We strongly advise you
not to accept invitations from strangers to visit bars and to
check the prices of drinks before ordering. The US Embassy
website has a regularly updated list of establishments noted
for fraud — see http://riga.usembassy.gov.

Some travellers have also experienced problems with over-
charging taxi drivers. We recommend you stick to the red
“Rigas taksometru parks” cabs — see www.rtp.lv for details.
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