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Living in Latvia

Living abroad can be both rewarding
and risky. And while we are sure that
your stay in Latvia will be rich in posi-
tive experiences, a few memorable
bumps on the road cannot be ruled out.

In this issue of Hallo, Latvija!, we
will look at some issues you may face
in everyday life as you settle into your
new home, from surviving on the local
roads to discovering the local culture
and making friends. In short, laipni
lûdzam Latvijâ – welcome to Latvia!

Getting around

You’ve obviously made it to Latvia,
so the next step is to figure out how to
get around the place. Latvia is served by
an extensive network of local and inter-
national bus routes (www.autoosta.lv),
as well as a few major railway lines
(www.ldz.lv). However, the network is
quite centralised and it can be easier to
get to the capital than between provin-
cial centres. See www.1188.lv for
timetable information in English,
Latvian and Russian. 

If you have a driver license from a
non-EU country, you have the right to
use this license for up to one year of resi-
dence in Latvia. You must also have a
valid international driver licence, which
essentially serves as a translation of the
foreign license is issued by motoring
organisations in many countries. After
one year, you have to pass a theoretical
exam to obtain an EU license. These
can be arranged through Latvia’s De-
partment of Road Safety, www.csdd.lv .

Language

Latvia is a multicultural country,
with Latvians comprising about 60
percent of the population, Russians
30 percent, and smaller communities
of Belorussians, Ukrainians, Poles
and others. The state language is
Latvian, and making the effort to
learn some of the language will win
you friends and give a deeper per-
spective on the local people and their
culture. Russian is also widely spo-
ken in Latvia, while many younger
people speak English.

Dzîve Latvijâ

Laika pavadîðana ârzemçs var bût
gan veiksmîga, gan riskanta. Un, lai
gan mçs esam pârliecinâti, ka Jûsu
uzturçðanâs Latvijâ bûs bagâta ar po-
zitîvu pieredzi, tomçr vçlamies
norâdît lietas, kuras vajadzçtu òemt
vçrâ.

Ðajâ avîzes “Hallo, Latvija!” nu-
murâ mçs apskatîsim jautâjumus, ar
kuriem Jums var nâkties saskarties
ikdienâ, gan iekârtojoties jaunajâ
dzîvesvietâ, gan izmantojot vietçjo sa-
tiksmi, gan iepazîstot vietçjo kultûru
un cilvçkus. Îsi sakot – laipni lûdzam
Latvijâ!

Transports un 
pârvietoðanâs iespçjas 

Ierodoties Latvijâ, nâkamais solis
ir izplânot, kâ orientçties. Latviju ap-
kalpo plaðs vietçjo un starptautisko au-
tobusu tîkls (www.autoosta.lv), kâ arî
daþas lielas dzelzceïa lînijas (www.ldz.lv).
Tomçr transporta tîkls ir centralizçts –
ir viegli nokïût galvaspilsçtâ, taèu
grûtîbas var sagâdât pârvietoðanâs
starp provinces pilsçtâm. Plaðâku in-
formâciju par transporta sarakstiem
var sameklçt www.1188.lv latvieðu,
angïu un krievu valodâs. 

Rîgâ sabiedriskâ transporta tîklu vei-
do autobusi, tramvaji un trolejbusi.
Braukðanas talonu vienai reizei var
iegâdâties pie transporta lîdzekïa vadîtâ-
ja. “Plus Punkts” un “Narvesen” kioskos
un citâs tirdzniecîbas vietâs iespçjams
iegâdâties braukðanas kartes (e-talonus)
vairâkâm braukðanas reizçm.

Ja Jums ir autovadîtâja apliecîba
no valsts, kas neietilpst Eiropas Sa-
vienîbâ (ES), Jums ir tiesîbas izman-
tot ðo apliecîbu Latvijâ tikai vienu ga-
du. Jums arî jâbût derîgai starptautis-
kai autovadîtâja apliecîbai, kas bûtîbâ
kalpo kâ ârzemju autovadîtâja ap-
liecîbas tulkojums un tiek izsniegts
daudzâs autotransporta organizâcijâs
pasaulç. Beidzoties autovadîtâja ap-
liecîbas derîguma termiòam, Jums
bûs jâkârto teorçtiskais eksâmens, lai
iegûtu ES autovadîtâja licenci. To no-
droðina Latvijas ceïu satiksmes
droðîbas direkcija  www.csdd.lv.

Æèçíü â Ëàòâèè
Ïðåáûâàíèå çà ãðàíèöåé ìîæåò

áûòü êàê óâëåêàòåëüíûì, òàê è ðèñêî-
âàííûì. Íåñìîòðÿ íà íàøó óâåðåí-
íîñòü â òîì, ÷òî Âàøå ïðåáûâàíèå â
Ëàòâèè áóäåò áåçîïàñíûì è ïîëíûì
âïå÷àòëåíèé, õîòèì îáðàòèòü Âàøå
âíèìàíèå íà íåêîòîðûå ìîìåíòû. 

Â ýòîì íîìåðå ãàçåòû «Õýëëî, Ëàò-
âèÿ!» ìû ïëàíèðóåì ðàññìîòðåòü ðàç-
ëè÷íûå òåìû, çàòðàãèâàþùèå áûòî-
âûå âîïðîñû âî âðåìÿ Âàøåãî ïðåáû-
âàíèÿ â Ëàòâèè. Ýòî è èñïîëüçîâàíèå
ìåñòíûõ äîðîã, è îáóñòðîéñòâî íà íî-
âîì ìåñòå, è çíàêîìñòâî ñ ìåñòíûìè
òðàäèöèÿìè è êóëüòóðîé. Èíà÷å ãîâî-
ðÿ – äîáðî ïîæàëîâàòü â Ëàòâèþ!

Òðàíñïîðò è âîçìîæíîñòè 
ïåðåäâèæåíèÿ

Ñëåäóþùèé øàã ïîñëå ïðèáûòèÿ íà
òåððèòîðèþ Ëàòâèè – ïîíÿòü, êàê îðèåí-
òèðîâàòüñÿ. Â Ëàòâèè äåéñòâóåò øèðîêèé
ñïåêòð êàê ìåñòíûõ è ìåæäóíàðîäíûõ
àâòîáóñíûõ ïåðåâîç÷èêîâ (www.autoos-
ta.lv), òàê è æåëåçíîäîðîæíûõ ïàññà-
æèðñêèõ ïåðåâîç÷èêîâ (www.ldz.lv). Íî
âñå âèäû òðàíñïîðòíûõ ïåðåâîçîê èìåþò
âûñîêóþ ñòåïåíü öåíòðàëèçàöèè. Òî
åñòü, ïîïàñòü â ñòîëèöó ëåãêî, à ïåðåäâè-
æåíèå ïî ïåðèôåðèè çàòðóäíåíî.

Áîëåå ïîäðîáíàÿ èíôîðìàöèÿ î ìàð-
øðóòàõ íà ëàòûøñêîì, ðóññêîì è àíã-
ëèéñêîì ÿçûêå äîñòóïíà íà ñïðàâî÷íîì
ïîðòàëå www.1188.lv.  

Â Ðèãå êóðñèðóþò òàêèå âèäû îáùåñò-
âåííîãî òðàíñïîðòà êàê òðàìâàé, òðîë-
ëåéáóñ è àâòîáóñ. Ïðîåçäíîé òàëîí íà
îäèí ïðîåçä ìîæíî êóïèòü ó âîäèòåëÿ
òðàíñïîðòíîãî ñðåäñòâà. Â êèîñêàõ òîð-
ãîâûõ ñåòåé “Plus Punkts”, “Narvesen”
è äðóãèõ òîðãîâûõ òî÷êàõ ìîæíî ïðèîá-
ðåñòè ïðîåçäíûå êàðòû (ý-òàëîíû) ìè-
íèìóì íà ïÿòü ïîåçäîê.

Åñëè ó Âàñ èìåþòñÿ àâòîâîäèòåëüñêèå
ïðàâà, âûäàííûå â ñòðàíå, êîòîðàÿ íå
âõîäèò â ñîñòàâ ÅÑ, òî Âû èìååòå ïðàâî
èõ èñïîëüçîâàòü â Ëàòâèè â òå÷åíèå îä-
íîãî ãîäà. Â ýòîì ñëó÷àå ó âàñ äîëæíî
áûòü íåïðîñðî÷åííîå ìåæäóíàðîäíîå
âîäèòåëüñêîå óäîñòîâåðåíèå, êîòîðîå
âûäàåòñÿ âî ìíîãèõ îðãàíèçàöèÿõ àâòî-
òðàíñïîðòà â ìèðå. 

×åðåç ãîä Âàì íàäî áóäåò ñäàòü òåîðå-
òè÷åñêèé ýêçàìåí, ÷òîáû ïîëó÷èòü ëè-
öåíçèþ ÅÑ. Ïîëó÷åíèå òàêîé ëèöåíçèè
îáåñïå÷èâàåò Ëàòâèéñêàÿ àâòîäîðîæíàÿ
èíñïåêöèÿ (Latvijas ceïu satiksmes
droðîbas direkcija)  www.csdd.lv.
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Valoda

Latvija ir multikulturâla valsts, kurâ 60% iedzîvotâju ir lat-
vieði, 30% krievi un mazâkumtautîbas - baltkrievu, ukraiòu,
poïu un citu tautîbu kopienas. Valsts oficiâlâ valoda ir latvieðu
valoda. Krievu valoda tiek daudz izmantota saziòâ, savukârt
daudzi jaunâkâs paaudzes cilvçki prot ârî angïu valodu.

Nelielas latvieðu valodas zinâðanas palîdzçs Jums iegût draugus
un labâk izprast vietçjo kultûru un cilvçkus, kâ arî noderçs, lai sa-
prastu publiski izvietoto informâciju, ielu nosaukumus, norâdes.
Filmas tiek râdîtas oriìinâlvalodâ ar latvieðu un krievu subtitriem,
savukârt TV programmas pârsvarâ tiek ierunâtas latvieðu valodâ.
Latvijâ ir attîstîts kabeïtelevîzijas tîkls, kas ïauj skatîties raidîjumus
no citâm valstîm angïu, krievu un citâs valodâs. Lielâkâs Latvijas
avîzes ir Latvijas Avîze, Diena, Neatkarîgâ Rîta Avîze un Dienas
bizness. Lielâkâs krievu avîzes ir Chas un Telegraf. Angïu valodâ
tiek izdota avîze The Baltic times.

Atseviðíâs darba vietâs ir nepiecieðams iegût sertifikâtu,
kurð norâda konkrçtu valsts valodas zinâðanu lîmeni. Latvijas
Sabiedrîbas integrâcijas fonda mâjas lapâ www.lsif.lv ir plaðs
saraksts ar latvieðu valodas kursiem. Informâcija ir latvieðu un
krievu valodâs, kâ arî ir norâdîtas saites uz vairâkiem angïu
valodas kursiem.

Sakari

Vietçjâs vai starptautiskâs sarunas iespçjams veikt no jeb-
kura telefona vai taksofona. Lai veiktu zvanus no taksofona,
avîþu kioskâ vai citâ tirdzniecîbas vietâ nepiecieðams
iegâdâties priekðapmaksas karti. 

Trîs populârâkie mobilie operatori Latvijâ ir Latvijas Mo-
bilais telefons (www.lmt.lv ), Tele2 (www.tele2.lv) un Bite
(www.bite.lv). Vienkârðâkais veids, lai sâktu izmantot savu
mobilo tâlruni kâdâ no ðo operatoru tîkliem, ir iegâdâties
kâdu no sâkuma komplektiem, kurâ ietilpst SIM karte un no-
teiktas vçrtîbas priekðapmaksas karte.

Publiskie interneta pieejas punkti atrodami vairâkâs paðvaldîbu
iestâdçs, tûrisma informâcijas punktos, Rîgas Centrâlajâ dzelzceïa
stacijâ, lielâko pilsçtu stacijâs un autoostâs, pilsçtu kafejnîcâs.

Kultûra

Latvieðiem patîk pavadît laiku ârpus pilsçtas - dabâ.
Nozîmîgâkie gada svçtki ir Lîgo svçtki (23.-24. jûnijs), kad cil-
vçki dodas pie dabas uz laukiem, lai, pçc senèu tradîcijâm,
dziedâtu dziesmas, dzertu alu, lektu pâri ugunskuram, tâdâ
veidâ godinot îsâko nakti gadâ. 

Latvijâ tiek svinçta Neatkarîgas Latvijas proklamçðanas
diena (18.novembris) - svarîga diena visiem latvieðiem, ðajâ
dienâ notiek militârâs parâdes, uguòoðana un svçtku koncerti
Latvijas lielâkajâs pilsçtâs.

Ziemassvçtkus svin 24. decembrî, savukârt pareizticîgo
Ziemassvçtki ir pçc divâm nedçïâm – 7. janvârî. Jaungada
svinîbas 31. decembrî ir vienlîdz svarîgas visâm kultûrâm.

Dziedâðana ir viena no svarîgâkajâm latvieðu tradîcijâm –
gandrîz katrâ ciematâ ir savs koris. Reizi piecos gados tûk-
stoðiem dziedâtâju sanâk  no visas valsts, lai vienotos kopîgos
Dziesmu svçtkos (latvieðu Dziesmu svçtki ir UNESCO kultûras
vçrtîbu sarakstâ). Pat ja Jûs nerunâjat latvieðu valodâ brîvi, ko-
ris ir lieliska iespçja iepazît kultûru. www.gribudziedat.lv ir
plaða informâcija, kas palîdzçs atrast piemçrotu kori tieði Jums. 

Populârâkâs kultûras iestâdes ir Nacionâlâ opera
(www.opera.lv), Jaunais Rîgas Teâtris (www.jrt.lv),  Dailes teâtris
(www.dailesteatris.lv), Nacionâlais teâtris (www.teatris.lv),
M.Èehova Rîgas Krievu  teâtris (www.trd.lv)

Biïetes sporta un kultûras pasâkumiem var nopirkt biïeðu
kasçs un  www.bilesuparadize.lv  un www.bilesuserviss.lv.

Kâ iegût jaunus draugus

Latvieði parasti ir visnotaï atturîgi, tomçr, kad tos iepazîsiet
tuvâk, viòi var bût ïoti izpalîdzîgi un lojâli. Ziedi tiek dâvinâti
gandrîz visos svarîgos pasâkumos, tomçr pârliecinieties, ka
jâdâvina nepâra ziedu skaitu. Nesniedziet roku pâri slieksnim,
jo tas tiek uzskatîts par sliktu zîmi.

Nacionâlais sporta veids ir hokejs. Pasaules èempionâta
laikâ maijâ ielâs var redzçt fanu pulkus, tçrpuðos baltâ un sar-
kanâ, atbilstoði Latvijas valsts karoga krâsâm. Futbols un bas-
ketbols arî ir populârs sporta veids Latvijâ. 

Kaut arî lielâkâ daïa latvieðu ir pilsçtu iedzîvotâji, viòiem ir ïoti
svarîga saikne ar dabu, tâpçc daudziem ir lauku mâjas. Daudziem
patîk pavadît nedçïas nogali sçòojot un ogojot meþâ, peldoties
ezerâ vai darot kaut ko citu atbilstoði gadalaikam.

Lietas, kas jâòem vçrâ

Latvija nav tik etniski daudzveidîga kâ Rietumeiropas vai
Ziemeïamerikas valstis, un cilvçki ar atðíirîgu izskatu izceïas
ikdienâ. Ja Jûs nonâkat saskarç ar rasismu, Jums palîdzçs Lat-
vijas Cilvçktiesîbu centrâ - www.humanrights.org.lv. 

Latvijas galvaspilsçta un kultûras dzîves centrs ir Rîga, kur
pastâv iespçja saskarties ar riskantâm situâcijâm, kas jâpatur
prâtâ ceïotâjiem. Pçdçjos gados daudzi ârvalstnieki bijuði spies-
ti maksât pârmçrîgas cenas par alkoholiskajiem dzçrieniem
Vecrîgas bâros. Mçs iesakâm Jums nepieòemt uzaicinâjumus
no sveðiniekiem apmeklçt bâru un pârbaudît dzçrienu cenu
pirms to pasûtîðanas. ASV vçstniecîbas mâjas lapâ tiek regulâri
atjauninâts saraksts ar tûristiem bîstamâm iestâdçm, kurâs ir
notikusi krâpðana  http://riga.usembassy.gov.

Kur zvanît ârkârtas gadîjumos:

Vispârçjais glâbðanas dienestu numurs zvanot no mobilâ
telefona ir 112, kur savieno ar jebkura dienesta deþûrdaïu.

Bezmaksas tâlrunis nelaimes gadîjumos no fiksçtâ tâlruòa:

Ugunsdzçsçji 01
Policija 02
Neatliekamâ medicîniskâ 
palîdzîba 03 
Gâzes avârijas dienests 04
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ßçûê

Ëàòâèÿ ÿâëÿåòñÿ ìóëüòèêóëüòóðàëüíûì ãîñóäàðñòâîì, ãäå îêî-
ëî 60% æèòåëåé - ëàòûøè, 30% ðóññêèå, áåëîðóñû, óêðàèíöû,
ïîëÿêè è äðóãèå íàöèîíàëüíûå ìåíüøèíñòâà. Ãîñóäàðñòâåííûì
ÿçûêîì ÿâëÿåòñÿ ëàòûøñêèé ÿçûê. Ðóññêèé ÿçûê àêòèâíî èñïîëü-
çóåòñÿ â áûòó, à ìîëîäîå ïîêîëåíèå ñâîáîäíî âëàäååò àíãëèéñêèì
ÿçûêîì. Ìèíèìàëüíîå çíàíèå ÿçûêà ïîìîæåò Âàì íàéòè äðóçåé è
ëó÷øå ïîíÿòü îñîáåííîñòè ìåñòíîé êóëüòóðû, à òàêæå ïîìîæåò
Âàì ëó÷øå îðèåíòèðîâàòüñÿ, ïîíèìàòü íàçâàíèå óëèö, ÷èòàòü íå-
îáõîäèìóþ èíôîðìàöèþ.

Â êèíîòåàòðàõ ôèëüìû ïîêàçûâàþò íà îðèãèíàëüíîì ÿçûêå ñ
ëàòûøñêèìè è ðóññêèìè ñóáòèòðàìè, à òåëåêàíàëû ïðåèìóùåñò-
âåííî ïîêàçûâàþò ïåðåäà÷è íà ëàòûøñêîì ÿçûêå. Â Ëàòâèè ðàç-
âèòà ñåòü êàáåëüíîãî òåëåâèäåíèÿ, äàþùàÿ âîçìîæíîñòü ñìîòðåòü
èíîñòðàííûå êàíàëû íà àíãëèéñêîì, ðóññêîì è äðóãèõ ÿçûêàõ.
Êðóïíåéøèå ãàçåòû íà ãîñóäàðñòâåííîì ÿçûêå - Latvijas Avîze,
Diena, Neatkarîgâ Rîta Avîze è  Dienas bizness. Êðóïíåéøèå
ãàçåòû íà ðóññêîì – ×àñ, Âåñòè Ñåãîäíÿ è Òåëåãðàô, à íà àíãëèé-
ñêîì - The Baltic times.

Äëÿ ðàáîòû â Ëàòâèè (â áîëüøèíñòâå ñëó÷àåâ) íåîáõîäèìî
ïðåäúÿâèòü äîêóìåíò î çíàíèè ãîñóäàðñòâåííîãî ÿçûêà íà íåîáõî-
äèìîì óðîâíå. Ëàòâèéñêèé ôîíä èíòåãðàöèè îáùåñòâà ïðåäëàãà-
åò ðàçëè÷íûå êóðñû ëàòûøñêîãî ÿçûêà (www.lsif.lv). Èíôîðìà-
öèÿ ñàéòà äîñòóïíà íà ëàòûøñêîì è ðóññêîì ÿçûêå, à òàê æå äî-
ñòóïíû ññûëêè íà ñàéòû ñ êóðñàìè àíãëèéñêîãî ÿçûêà.

Ñâÿçü

Äëÿ ìåñòíûõ è ìåæäóíàðîäíûõ ðàçãîâîðîâ ìîæíî èñïîëüçî-
âàòü ìîáèëüíûå òåëåôîíû è òàêñîôîíû. Äëÿ çâîíêà ñ òàêñîôîíà
â êèîñêå íàäî êóïèòü êàðòó ïðåäîïëàòû. 

Â Ëàòâèè ðàáîòàþò òðè ñàìûõ ïîïóëÿðíûõ îïåðàòîðà ìîáèëü-
íîé ñâÿçè - Latvijas Mobilais telefons (www.lmt.lv ), Tele2
(www.tele2.lv) è Bite (www.bite.lv). Ñàìûé ïðîñòîé ïóòü äëÿ íà÷à-
ëà èñïîëüçîâàíèÿ óñëóã îïåðàòîðà - ïîêóïêà íà÷àëüíîãî êîìïëåê-
òà, âêëþ÷àþùåãî â ñåáÿ ÑÈÌ êàðòó è êàðòó ïðåäîïëàòû. Ïóíêòû
äîñòóïà ê èíòåðíåòó åñòü âî âñåõ ó÷ðåæäåíèÿõ ñàìîóïðàâëåíèÿ,
ïóíêòàõ èíôîðìàöèè äëÿ òóðèñòîâ, íà Öåíòðàëüíîé æåëåçíîäî-
ðîæíîé ñòàíöèè, àâòîâîêçàëå, à òàê æå âî ìíîãèõ ãîðîäñêèõ êàôå. 

Êóëüòóðà

Ëàòâèéöàì íðàâèòüñÿ ïðîâîäèòü ñâîáîäíîå âðåìÿ íà ïðèðîäå. 
Ãëàâíûå îòìå÷àåìûå ïðàçäíèêè: Ïðîâîçãëàøåíèå íåçàâè-

ñèìîñòè Ëàòâèè (18 íîÿáðÿ) - âàæíûé äåíü äëÿ âñåõ ëàòâèé-
öåâ, îòìå÷àåìûé ïðàçäíè÷íûì ïàðàäîì, ñàëþòîì è ïðàçäíè÷-
íûì êîíöåðòîì.  Ðîæäåñòâî ïðàçäíóþò 24 äåêàáðÿ, à ïðàâî-
ñëàâíûå è ñòàðîîáðÿäöû - 7 ÿíâàðÿ. Ïðàçäíîâàíèå Íîâîãî ãî-
äà ïðîèñõîäèò 31 äåêàáðÿ. Ýòîò ïðàçäíèê îäèíàêîâî âàæåí
äëÿ íàðîäîâ ðàçëè÷íûõ êóëüòóð.  Ïðàçäíèê Ëèãî  îòìå÷àþò
23-24 èþíÿ. Â ýòîò äåíü ìíîãèå ëþäè îòïðàâëÿþòñÿ çà ãîðîä
ïðàçäíîâàòü Ëèãî: îíè ïîþò ïåñíè, ïüþò ïèâî, ïðûãàþò ÷åðåç
êîñòåð è òàêèì îáðàçîì  ïðîâîäÿò ñàìóþ êîðîòêóþ íî÷ü â ãîäó.

Ïåíèå – ãëàâíàÿ ëàòûøñêàÿ òðàäèöèÿ. Â êàæäîì ïîñåëêå åñòü
ñâîé õîð. Ðàç â ïÿòü ëåò ïðîõîäèò Ïðàçäíèê ïåñíè (âêëþ÷åí â ñïè-
ñîê äîñòîÿíèé ÞÍÅÑÊÎ), â êîòîðîì ïðèíèìàþò ó÷àñòèå òûñÿ÷è
êîëëåêòèâîâ èç âñåõ óãîëêîâ ñòðàíû. Äàæå, åñëè Âû íå ñâîáîäíî
âëàäååòå ëàòûøñêèì ÿçûêîì, òî ïåíèå â õîðå äàåò ïðåêðàñíóþ
âîçìîæíîñòü ïðèîáùèòüñÿ ê êóëüòóðå ëàòûøñêîãî íàðîäà. Íà
ñàéòå  www.gribudziedat.lv Âû ìîæåòå íàéòè ïîäðîáíóþ èíôîð-
ìàöèþ è ïîäîáðàòü ïîäõîäÿùèé äëÿ ñåáÿ õîð. 

Ñàìûå ïîïóëÿðíûå òåàòðû – Íàöèîíàëüíûé Îïåðíûé òåàòð
(www.opera.lv), Ðèæñêèé Íîâûé òåàòð (www.jrt.lv),  òåàòð «Äàéëå»
(www.dailesteatris.lv), Íàöèîíàëüíûé òåàòð (www.teatris.lv),  Ðèæ-
ñêèé ðóññêèé òåàòð èì. ×åõîâà (www.trd.lv ).

Áèëåòû íà ðàçëè÷íûå êîíöåðòû è ñïîðòèâíûå ìåðîïðèÿòèÿ ìîæ-
íî ïðèîáðåñòè â áèëåòíûõ êàññàõ èëè íà ñàéòå - www.bilesu-
paradize.lv  è www.bilesuserviss.lv.

Êàê íàéòè íîâûõ äðóçåé 

Ëàòûøè îáû÷íî ñäåðæàííûå ëþäè, íî ïðè áîëåå áëèçêîì
çíàêîìñòâå Âû óâèäèòå ëþäåé ãîòîâûõ ïðèéòè Âàì íà ïîìîùü.

Öâåòû ïðèíÿòî äàðèòü íà âñå îòìå÷àåìûå ïðàçäíèêè (êîëè-
÷åñòâî öâåòîâ äîëæíî áûòü íå÷åòíûì). 

Íå ïðèíÿòî ïîäàâàòü ðóêó, çäîðîâàÿñü ÷åðåç ïîðîã, òàê êàê
ýòî ñ÷èòàåòñÿ ïëîõèì çíàêîì.

Îñîáîå çíà÷åíèå äëÿ ëàòâèéöåâ èìåþò èìåíèíû èëè äåíü àí-
ãåëà. Èìåíèíû ïðàçäíóþòñÿ íàðàâíå ñ äíåì ðîæäåíèÿ.

Íàöèîíàëüíûé âèä ñïîðòà - õîêêåé. Âî âðåìÿ ìåæäóíàðîäíî-
ãî ÷åìïèîíàòà íà óëèöàõ ãîðîäà ìîæíî óâèäåòü ìíîæåñòâî áî-
ëåëüùèêîâ, îäåòûõ â îäåæäó öâåòîâ ôëàãà – êðàñíî – áåëî-êðàñ-
íûé.  Ôóòáîë è áàñêåòáîë òîæå ÿâëÿþòñÿ ïîïóëÿðíûìè âèäàìè
ñïîðòà. Íåñìîòðÿ íà òî, ÷òî áîëüøàÿ ÷àñòü ëàòâèéöåâ ïðîæèâàåò
â ãîðîäàõ, äëÿ íèõ âàæíà ñâÿçü ñ ïðèðîäîé. Ïîýòîìó ìíîãèå èìå-
þò çàãîðîäíûé äîì èëè ïðîñòî ïðåäïî÷èòàþò ïðîâîäèòü ñâîáîä-
íîå âðåìÿ íà ïðèðîäå: ëåòîì, ñîáèðàÿ ãðèáû, ïëàâàÿ â îçåðå,  çè-
ìîé, êàòàÿñü íà ëûæàõ. 

Ýòî íåîáõîäèìî çíàòü
Ëàòâèÿ, ïî ñðàâíåíèþ ñ äðóãèìè ñòðàíàìè Çàïàäíîé Åâðîïû è

Ñåâåðíîé Àìåðèêè, íå ÿâëÿåòñÿ ýòíè÷åñêè ìíîãîîáðàçíîé ñòðà-
íîé. Ïîýòîìó ëþäè ñ äðóãèì âíåøíèì âèäîì îáðàùàþò íà ñåáÿ
âíèìàíèå. Åñëè Âû ñòîëêíóëèñü ñî ñëó÷àÿìè ðàñèçìà, òî Âàì ïî-
ìîæåò Ëàòâèéñêèé Öåíòð ïî Ïðàâàì ×åëîâåêà (Latvijas
Cilvçktiesîbu centrâ) www.humanrights.org.lv. 

Ðèãà -  ñòîëèöà Ëàòâèè è öåíòð êóëüòóðíîé æèçíè, ãäå ñóùå-
ñòâóåò âîçìîæíîñòü ñòîëêíóòüñÿ ñ ðèñêîâàííûìè èëè íåïðèÿò-
íûìè ñèòóàöèÿìè, î ÷åì íåîáõîäèìî çíàòü âñåì ïóòåøåñòâåííè-
êàì. Çà ïîñëåäíèå ãîäû ìíîãèå èíîñòðàíöû áûëè âûíóæäåíû
îïëà÷èâàòü ÷ðåçìåðíûå ñ÷åòà çà ñïèðòíûå íàïèòêè â áàðàõ ñòà-
ðîé Ðèãè. Íàø ñîâåò, íå ïðèíèìàòü ïðèãëàøåíèÿ ïîñåòèòü áàð îò
íåçíàêîìûõ ëþäåé, à öåíû çà íàïèòêè ïðîâåðÿòü ïåðåä èõ çàêà-
çîì. Íà ñàéòå ïîñîëüñòâà ÑØÀ ðåãóëÿðíî îáíîâëÿåòñÿ èíôîð-
ìàöèÿ îá ó÷ðåæäåíèÿõ -  îïàñíûõ ìåñòàõ äëÿ òóðèñòîâ, â êîòî-
ðûõ ïðîèñõîäèëè ñëó÷àè ìîøåííè÷åñòâà. http://riga.usem-
bassy.gov. 

Êóäà çâîíèòü â êðàéíèõ ñëó÷àÿõ:
Îáùàÿ ñëóæáà ñïàñåíèÿ ñ ìîáèëüíîãî òåëåôîíà - 112,

è Âàñ ñîåäèíÿò ñ íåîáõîäèìîé ñëóæáîé.

Áåñïëàòíûå íîìåðà ñëóæá ñî ñòàöèîíàðíûõ òåëå-
ôîíîâ:

Ïîæàðíàÿ ñëóæáà 01
Ïîëèöèÿ 02
Íåîòëîæíàÿ ìåäèöèíñêàÿ 
ñëóæáà 03
Àâàðèéíàÿ ãàçîâàÿ ñëóæáà 04
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Avîze ir izdota ar Eiropas Savienîbas un Latvijas
valsts finansiâlu atbalstu. Par ðîs  avîzes saturu
pilnîbâ atbild biedrîba “Izglîtîbas un inovâciju at-
tîstîbas centrs”, un tas neatspoguïo Eiropas Sa-
vienîbas un Latvijas Republikas viedokli.

Certain jobs require obtaining a certificate indicating a
particular level of proficiency in the state language. The
Latvian Social Integration Fund website www.lsif.lv has an
extensive list of Latvian language courses. The information
is in Latvian and Russian, but there are links to many courses
with English as well.

Movies are usually shown in the original language with
Latvian and Russian subtitles, while TV programmes are
generally dubbed. The major Latvian language newspapers
are Diena, Neatkarîgâ Rîta Avîze and Dienas bizness. The
main Russian titles are Chas and Telegraf. The Baltic Times
is an English-language weekly. Riga in Your Pocket is an
excellent city guide with regularly updated information on
dining, nightlife and accommodation.

The local culture

Latvians love to spend time in natural settings. By far the
biggest holiday of the year is Ligo (June 23-24) when people
head to the countryside to sing songs, drink beer and dance
around bonfires in honour of the longest day of the year.
Independence Day (November 18) is another major celebra-
tion, with parades, concerts and fireworks held in major cities
and towns. Western Christian denominations mark Christmas
on December 24, while the Orthodox community follows a
fortnight later, on January 7. New Years Eve (December 31)
is a big party for all cultures.

Singing is a major local tradition, with every village having
a choir. Every five years, thousands of singers gather from
across the country for the Song Festival, a UNESCO listed
celebration of music. Even if you are not fluent in Latvian,
joining a choir is a great way to get to know the country.
www.gribudziedat.lv has extensive information on choirs so
you can find the right one for you.

Popular cultural venues include the National Opera
(www.opera.lv), the New Riga Theater (www.jrt.lv), Dailes
Theater (www.dailesteatris.lv, the National Theatre
(www.teatris.lv) and the Russian Drama Theatre (www.trd.lv). 

Tickets to cultural and sporting events can be bought at
venues or the following websites: www.bilesuparadize.lv and
www.bilesuserviss.lv. 

Making friends

Latvians are reserved initially, but once you get to know
them they can be extremely helpful and loyal. Flowers are
given on all sorts of occasions, but be sure to give an odd
numbered bunch. Do not shake hands over the threshold as
this is thought to bring bad luck.

The major national sport is ice hockey. The World
Championships held every May see hordes of supporters
clad in maroon and white thronging the streets. Riga
Dinamo is a Latvian team that plays in the Russian ice hockey
league and has a huge following. Basketball and football
(soccer) are also very popular. Although most Latvians are
city dwellers, people cherish their rural roots and many have
country houses. Spend a weekend gathering mushrooms in
the forest, swimming in the lake or doing whatever else is in
season. Sweating it out in a country sauna is a great way to
relax. There is a large network of guesthouses offering
accommodation and home cooked meals in beautiful parts
of rural Latvia (see www.celotajs.lv.)

Latvia’s gay community is well organised and offers a safe
environment to do your thing. See www.gay.lv for social
events and www.vilnis.lv for information on counselling.
Both sites are in Latvian, English and Russian.

The downside
Latvia is not as racially diverse as Western European or

North American countries, and people of different appearance
stand out in everyday life. If you encounter problems with
racism, contact the Latvian Centre for Human Rights –
www.humanrights.org.lv.

Wherever you end up living in Latvia, you will probably
get there via Riga or have cause to visit the city for various
reasons. The capital holds some particular risks for the
unwary traveller which should be borne in mind. In recent
years, many foreigners have been forced to pay exorbitant
prices for drinks in Old Town bars. We strongly advise you
not to accept invitations from strangers to visit bars and to
check the prices of drinks before ordering. The US Embassy
website has a regularly updated list of establishments noted
for fraud – see http://riga.usembassy.gov.

Some travellers have also experienced problems with over-
charging taxi drivers. We recommend you stick to the red
“Rigas taksometru parks” cabs – see www.rtp.lv for details.


