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Cienijamo
avizes lasitaj!

Biedriba «Izglitibas un inovaciju
attistibas centrs» turpina informati-
vu avizu «Hallo, Latvija!» izdoSanu,
kuras apkopota noderiga un praktis-
ki izmantojama informacija treSo
valstu valstspiederigajiem, kuri iece-
lojusi un uzturas Latvija.

Kopuma tiks sagatavoti cetri laik-
raksti, kuros biis apliikoti ar integra-
ciju, nodarbinatibu, socialo nodrosi-
najumu un izglitibu saistiti jautaju-
mi. Laikraksta saturs arl turpmak
bis pieejams latviesu, krievu un an-
glu valodas, tomér butiski tiek pa-

' plasinats aviZu saturs, piesaistot no-
zaru un jomu ekspertus, kuri sniegs
savu vértéjumu par attiecigajiem
jautajumiem, avizu veidoSanas pro-
cesa iesaistiti ari treSo valstu
valstspiederigie. Katra numura bis
lasama intervija ar kadu no treSo
valstu valstspiederigajiem, kuri stas-
tis par savu praktisko pieredzi Latvi-
ja. Avizés nenopublicéto materialu,
interviju vai ekspertu viedoklu pilno
versiju varés lasit aril majaslapa
www.iiac.lv.

Pirmaja 2011.gada avizes «Hallo,
Latvija!» numura tiek aplikoti ar
Latvijas integracijas politiku saisti-
tie jautdjumi un ir lasdma intervija
ar Libana dzimuSo Hosamu Abu
Meri, kur§ stasta par savu pieredzi
Latvija - no treSo valstu valstspiede-
" riga lidz Latvijas pilsona statusam,
par izglitibas nozimi stabilitates no-
‘droéinééané un karjeras veidoSana
Latvija, par iesaistiSanos sabiedris-
kajas aktivitatés nevalstiskaja sekto-

J rd un tas lomu personigaja izaug-
| smé. Savu viedokli par integracijas
politiku Latvija sniedz valsts un ne-
valstiska sektora parstavji — eksper-
ti, bet numura pédéja lapa pieejama

4 atsauce uz aktualakajam izmainam
likumdoS$ana integracijas joma.

Novélam patikamu lasiSanu un
aicinam sadarboties, izsakot savu
viedokli par publicéto, gan majasla-
pa www.iiac.lv ievietotaja anketa par
avizu saturu, gan ari atsutot savus
priekSlikumus un komentarus uz e-

pastu: info@iiac.lv!

\for the Integration of Third-country
mationaly

YBaxkaembin
YUTATE]Ib!

Oo6miectBo «lIeHTp pa3Butusi 00pa3oBa-
HUSI 1 WHHOBAIWI» MPOJOIDKAET BBITYCK
nHopmaionHbIx razer «Hallo, Latvija!»,
B KOTOPBIX 000OIIEHA MONE3Hast U NpUMe-
HUMas1 HH(POPMAIHS [UTs1 JKUTEJIEH TPEThUX
CTpaH, KOTOpbIE TOJIBKO IpHUObUIM B Jlar-
BHIO WU YK€ SKMBYT B HEH.

Bcero mannpyeTcst NOArOTOBUTH YETbI-
pe raseTbl, B KOTOPbIX OyayT OCBEIIEHBI BO-
TIPOCHI, CBSI3aHHbIE C MHTErpaLMeH, TPyHo-
BOM 3aHSITOCTbIO, COLMATBHBIM OOECTICUEHH-
€M 1 oOpa3oBaHueM. ['a3eTbl U B JAIbHEH-
1eM OyIyT IOCTYIHBI Ha JIaThIIICKOM, pyc-
CKOM M aHIIFACKOM $13bIKaX, OTHAKO COTep-
SKaHWE Ta3eT CTaHeT 3HAYUTENBHO [IWpE,
Graronapsi MPUBICYCHUIO CMIEIUATHCTOB U3
paxM4HbIX chep U oTpacied KoTopble Ja-

JIyT CBOFO OILIEHKY 110 COOTBETCTBYFOIIMM BO- '

npocaM, a TakKe B MPOLUECC U3aHUA Ta3eT

OyAyT BOBJIEUYEHBI JKUTEIU TPeTbHX CTpaH. B
KaXIOM HOMepe Oymer MyOJlMKOBAaThCs MH-

TEPBBIO C ONHUM M3 JKUTEJIEH TPETBHX CTPaH,

KOTOPBIM NOJENUTHEC CBOMM OIIBITOM 2KHU3- §

Hu B JlatBun. C monHO# Bepcueit Heommyouu-
KOBaHHbIX B ra3eTax MarepHaloB, THTEPBBIO
WM MHEHHH 9KCTIEPTOB MOKHO OyHeT O3Ha-
KOMHThCS Ha caite Www.iiac.lv.

B nepBom Homepe raszersi «Hallo,
Latvija!» 3a 2011 ron ocserrarorcsi BOIpo-
Cbl, CBsI3aHHBIE C HOJTUTUKOM UHTETpAluA
JlatBun, OnyGIMKOBaHO WHTEPBBIO C BbI-
xomueM u3 JIupana Xocamom A6y Mepu.
OH pacckasbIBaeT 0 cBoed Xu3HH B Jlat-
BHH — OT KUTEJIsI TPEThEH CTpaHbI 10 CTary-
ca rpakpganuHa JlaTeuu, 0 3HaueHUH 00pa-
30BaHUsI B 0OECHEUeHHH CTaOWILHOCTH U
KapbepHOro pocra B JlatBuu, 06 y4acTie B
00LIECTBEHHON paboTe B HErOCYIapCTBEH-
HOM CEKTOpE ¥ POJIM OOIIECTBEHHOH pabo-
TbI B (pOpMHpOBaHuH IMYHOCTH. CBOE MHE-
HUE O MOJUTUKE MHTETpaluy B JIaTBuu BbI-
CKa3bIBAIOT KCIEPTbI - MPEICTABUTENH IO~
CYIApCTBEHHOTO U HEroCyIapCTBEHHOTO
CEKTOPOB, a Ha MOCIEAHE! CTPaHHLIE HOMeE-
pa omnyOnMkoBaHa MH(OpMalusi 0 Haubo-
Jiee aKTyalbHbIX M3MEHEHWSIX 3aKOHOMa-
TEJbCTBA B chepe MHTETPaLHH.

XKenaeM NpUATHOTO YTEHWsI M MPUIVIA-
IIaeM K COTpYyIHHYECTBY. Bbl MOXKeTe BbI-
cKazarb CBOE MHEHHE O MyOIMKaIUsIX B aH-
KeTe, pa3MelleHHON Ha caite Www.iiac.lv,
a TaKkKe TPYCHUIATh CBOU TPENIOKEHUS 1
KOMMEHTApUHM Ha SMEKTPOHHYIO MOYTY:

imfo@iiac.lv!
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Izglitibasun inovaciju
attistibas cent

Dear
reader!

Society «Education and Innovati-
on Development Center» continues
to publish informative newspaper
«Hallo, Latvija!» which offers use-
ful and practical information for
third-country nationals, who are re-
sidents in Latvia.

Four newspapers will be prepa-
red within the project, covering in-
tegration, employment, social secu-
rity and education-related issues.

Newspaper content will continue
to be available in Latvian, Russian
and English, but we will significant-
ly extend the content of the newspa-
per by attracting industries and are-
as of expertise, which will give their
assessment on the relevant issues;
also third country nationals will be

§ involved in the making of the news-
& paper.

Each newspaper issue will have
an interview with third country nati-

& onals, who will talk about their in-

tegration experience in Latvia. Un-
published material and full version
of interviews and expert opinion will
be available on website www.iiac.lv.

First issue of the newspaper
«Hallo, Latvija!» in 2011 will cover
integration policy issues and con-
tain an interview with a Lebanese
born doctor Hosama Abu Meri,
who talks about his life and experi-
ence in Latvia — from being a third
country national to becoming a Lat-
vian citizen, he will offer his opini-
on on the importance of education
in order to ensure stability and have
a career in Latvia. Also, he will dis-
cuss involvement in social activities
of non-governmental sector and its
role in personal development.

We wish you a pleasant reading
and welcome you to cooperate by
sharing your opinion on the materi-
al published in the newspaper and
website www.iiac.lv. You can also
fill out a survey on the website, or
send your suggestions and com-

ments to info@iiac.lv!
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Atputas bridi Latvija

Ar Latviju sirdi...

Libana dzimusSais arsts Hosams Abu Meri ir viens no
aktivakajiem nevalstiska sektora parstavjiem dialoga ar val-
sts institiicijam un péc astonpadsmit Latvija pavaditajiem
gadiem sevi lepni sauc par Sis valsts patriotu. Par arvalstnie-
ku iespéjam un savu pieredzi veiksmigai integracijai vieteja
sabiedriba vins plasak stasta «Hallo, Latvija!».

Pastastiet, ka nokluvat Latvija!

Esmu no Libanas, un Latvija dzivoju kops 1993.gada.
Sakuma mans mérkis nebija emigracijas jautajums, bet gan
izglitibas jautajums, jo grib&ju kliit par arstu. Toreiz Libana
péc pilsonu kara macibu iestadés nebija daudz budzeta ap-
maksatu studiju vietu. Stradaja daZas privatas universitates,
bet ari tajas bija dargas macibu maksas un lielas studét
gribétaju rindas, jo Libana arsts ir loti prestiza profesija un
katra gimené ka tradicija ir jabuit vismaz vienam arstam. Arl
mana gimené ir arsti, un es grib&ju apgit So profesiju, tapéc
mekléju iesp€jas izglitibai arpus savas dzimtenes. Péc ieteiku-
miem izvéléjos Medicinas akadémiju (tagad Rigas Stradina
universitate).

Kads ir Latvijas piedavatais izglitibas limenis?

Latvija tikko bija atguvusi savu neatkaribu, un Baltijas val-
stis man Skita daudz stabilaka vieta neka, pieméram, Krievija.
Latvija situacija toreiz gan bija sarezgitaka neka tagad,
drosibas jautajumi bija daudz aktualaki, citida sabiedribas at-
ticksme, protams, ari psihologiski gruti bija pierast pie
atSkirigiem klimatiskiem apstakliem. Tomér mans sapnis bija
klat par dakteri, vienalga kur, galvenais, istenot savu sapni.
Tolaik Medicinas akadémija tieSi sakas jauns virziens stu-
dijam anglu valoda, tika veidotas studentu nodalas, kur pa-
sniedz&ji runa anglu valoda un bija pieejama nepiecieSama
medicinas literatara. Péc manam domam, Medicinas
akadémijas izglitibas limenis ir loti labs un starptautiski atzits,
pieméram, visi, kas tolaik pabeidza skolu, ir nokartojusi spe-
cidlos kvalifikacijas eksamenus Libana, kas tur ir obligata
prasiba, ja vélies stradat medicinas joma. Ta 1999.gada ar
arsta — gastroentereologa diplomu es beidzu universitati, tad
bija jaizSkiras, braukt atpakal uz Libanu un turpinat rezi-
dentiiru vai braukt uz kadu apzistamaku Eiropas valsti, vai ari
palikt Latvija.

Un izvele bija par labu Latvijai?
Ja, 1999.gada nolému turpinat macibas rezidentiira, un ta
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jau ir pavisam cita dzive. Darbs slimnica un kontaktésanas ar
pacientiem dod iespéju daudz vairak iepazit vietéjo
iedzivotdju dzivi un vienlaikus pilnveidot ari savas valodas
zinasanas, ari vienlaikus klat sabiedriski daudz aktivakam.
Tolaik ar domubiedriem ari dibinajam Latvijas Augstskolu
absolventu asociaciju Libana un turpmak ik gadu vasaras
rikojam publisku pasakumu, kura runajam par Latviju ki ne-
atkarigu valsti, tas kultaru.

Ar So asociaciju ari aizsakas jusu aktiva sabiedriska
dzive?

Ja, kad saku stradat, paliku aktivaks, bija neiecieSama va-
loda, saku vairak lasit, sekot lidzi politiskajai dzivei, sekot
medijiem. Politika mani vienmér ir aizravusi, jo mana gime-
ne veésturiski ir bijusi aktiva un darbojusies pasvaldibu limeni,
tapéc man bija interese skatities vietéjas zinas, lasit avizes par
Latviju, iepazit tas ikdienas dzivi. Tas viss neapSaubami
palidzéja valsts valodas apguvé, tomér ista pieredze gan
paradijas tikai kad, kad slimnica saku kontaktéties ar cil-
vékiem. Tapat mana sieva ir latviete, un ar vinas gimeni es
runaju latviski. Ta viena bridi es sapratu, ka Latvija trukst in-
formacijas par Libanu un otradi, tdpéc dibiniju draudzibas
klubu. Kop$ 2001.gada més atziméjam Latvijas un Libanas
valstu neatkaribas dienas, kuru datumi ir saméra tuvu. Un,
kad aktivi iesaistijos dazados nevalstisko organizaciju proce-
sos, arl medijos paradijas interese par mani, aizvien vairak
saka runat, atpazit. Ka ndkamais solis jau bija Libanas
Kultaras biedribas dibinasana, bet mana sabiedriska dzive
palika arvien aktivaka un aktivaka. 2004.gada es sapratu, ka
manai darbibai vairak jabiut saistitai ar arabiem, jo sabiedriba
bija maldi un fobijas pret arabiem, ipasi péc 11.septembra
notikumiem ASV, tapéc dibinaju Arabu kulttras centru, ku-
ru vadu joprojam. Sis biedribas darbiba bija jau daudz plasa-
ka un sazina ar valsts institiicijam — aktivaka, izdodoties pie-
saistit gan valsts budzeta, gan Eiropas Savienibas lidzeklus.

Ka Sajos gados ir mainijies jusu priekSstats par Latviju?

Ir jasaprot Latvija dzivojoso mentalitate. Lidz 1999.gadam
es tomér dzivoju saméra izoléta studentu sabiedriba, vairak
laika veltot studijam, un man nebija tik daudz informacijas
par viet€jo mentalitati. Pe€c 1999.gada viss mainijas, es saku
stradat medicina, iesaistijos sabiedriskaja dzivé, tikos ar
amatpersonam. Ta ar laiku mani iepazina ka arstu, es sané-
mu atbalstu no cilvékiem, tas lika man vél vairak iesaistities,
vairak sevi pieradit un kalpot Latvijai. Si valsts man deva
izglitibu, gimeni un nakotni, un es Sobrid nekada gadijuma
nejitos, ka man biutu mazak tiesibu vai es batu diskriminéts.
Man pat ir tada sajita, ka es par Latviju runaju vairdk no
sirds neka citi. Pieméram, tiekoties ar arvalstu véstniekiem,
es Sobrid runaju par Latviju ka savu valsti, tas ir pieradijums,
ka esmu integréjies. Aktivas darbibas dél nevalstiskaja sek-
tord mani pamanija Sabiedribas integracijas sekretariats un
citas valsts institlicijas. Sanemot nepiecieSamo atbalstu, es
versos ar attiecigu iesniegumu un 2007.gada nogalé Saeima
tika atbalstits ipass likumprojekts par Latvijas pilsonibas
pieskirSanu. Kad ieguvu pilsonibu, bija vél smagaka sajita,
jo bija kluvis vél nopietnak — man jau bija piendkums ka
pilsonim. Tatad juridiski Latvija ir mana zeme un es piede-
ru Sai valstij, man jastrada, lai valsts butu labaka. Likumsa-
karigi, ka es daudz aktivak iesaistijos dazadas nevalstisko
organizaciju padomés, aktivitatés, un 2009.gada mana saju-
ta jau bija, ka valsts politika sak skart personigi mani, gime-
ni, pacientus, es redz&ju, ka valdiba ir izdarijusi daudz
kladu. Ta 2010.gada es iestajos partija «Sabiedriba citai po-
litikai» un no «Vienotibas» saraksta startéju Saeimas
véléSanas un, lai gan neiekluvu parlamenta, guvu atzista-
mus rezultatus.
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Cik viegli arzemniekam ir integreties Latvijas sa-
biedriba?

Mana mentalitite 18 gadu laikd ir nopietni mainijusies.
Mani ir palikusi apzina par arabu kultaru, izcelsmi, tomeér es
jutu, ka vairak piederu Latvijas sabiedribai, jo saprotu, ko
cilveki Seit doma. Domaju, esmu veiksmigs piemérs tam, ka
cilvéki var integréties, jebkura valsti var integréties. CelS ir
skaidrs — ir jamacas valoda, jo, zinot valodu, var lasit, var se-
kot lidzi kultiirai un saprast, cik laba ta ir. Ja nezina valodu
un vietéjo kultiru — vienmér biusi cieminS, izoléts no
apkartejas vides.

Janem veéra, ka Latvija ir daZzadas minoritasu grupas un
liels krievu valodas pielietojums sabiedriba. Ari okupacijas
sekas ir atstajusas iespaidu uz politiskajiem Iémumiem, kuri
ir loti nervozi attieciba uz pilsonibas un imigracijas jautaju-
miem. Péc manam domam, cilvékam ir jabut vélmei Seit in-
tegréties, tas ir visa pamata. Pasam jasaprot, kads ir vina
meérkis, ja mérkis ir palikt un apgit valodu, vins Seit paliks un
bis dala no mums. Bet, ja mérkis ir vélak tikai no Latvijas tikt
uz citu valsti, tada veida vin$ nekad nepiederés sabiedribai.
Integracijas pirmaja vieta ir valoda un tad jau cilvéks var just,
vai vin§ pieder $ai valstij vai né.

Kada ir Latvijas instituciju attieksme pret arzemnie-
kiem?

Pirms desmit gadiem bija problémas. Daudzviet iestadés
arvalstniekus nesaprata, jo saskarei trika nepiecieSamo va-
lodas zinasanu, truka ari drosmes runat ar arzemnieku,
trika informaciju par vinu valsti. Cilvéki bija ar1 piesardzigi,
konservativi, viniem nebija laika paskaidrot, runat ilgi. Bet
tagad, péc iestaSands Eiropas Savieniba un aktiva neval-
stiska sektora iesaistiSanas, es uzskatu, ka situacija ir butiski
uzlabojusies. Pilsonibas un migracijas lietu parvaldé darbi-
nieki labi runa angliski, gatavi paskaidrot un iesp&ju robezas
mégina palidzet, tapéc $aja joma arvalstniekiem saskarsmé
problémam vairs nevajadzetu but. Vietas, kur es ikdienas sa-
skaros ar imigracijas jautajumiem un arvalstniekiem, attiek-
sme no institiciju puses ir simtreiz labaka neka pirms desmit
vai piecpadsmit gadiem. Savukart citas institiicijas, domaju,
ka netiek ipasi Skirots latvietis vai cittautietis, tas javérté in-
dividuali, ja cilvéks ir laipns, tad tads vin$ bis pret visiem.

Kadi ir jusu turpmakie plani un ieceres?

dzive pierada, ka es esmu Seit piederigs un tas rada, ka es-
mu pareiza cela integréjies Latvija un esmu viens no patri-
otiem un lojals Latvijai. Lai gan es neuzskatu, ka vairs ne-
piederu Libanai, es saku — esmu libanietis, braucu ciemos,
tomér mana pamatdzive ir Seit — es nomirSu Latvija. Esmu
apstiprinats par Libanas goda konsulu, tomér ieilguso val-
dos$as varas nesaskanu dél Libana Sie dokumenti joprojam
nav apstiprinati. Es pérn ari startéju Saeimas véléSanas un
turpmak planoju daudz aktivak iesaistities savas partijas
darbiba un vadiba. Tapat turpinasu pildit iekslietu ministra
padomnieka pienakumus migracijas jautajumos. Man ir
skaidrs, ka politikas joma vélos klat vel aktivaks, tomér es
neprasu amatu, man nav mérkis biit Saeima, bt par minis-
tru, es vélos but aktivs, istenot partijas mérkus, uzlabot si-
tudciju valsti. Stradaju bez maksas, jo es neesmu politika,
lai klitu bagats, es esmu arsts un man vienmér bis pietie-
kami ienakumi. Man no politikas pelnu nevajag, tapéc
dro$i saku, ka mana dzive turpmaks viennozimigi bis
saistita ar Latviju. Esmu §is valsts pilsonis un es nekur ne-
pazudiSu.

Eksperta viedoklis

Maira Roze,

Pilsonibas un migracijas
lietu parvaldes
prieksnieka vietniece

Daudzi saka, ka Latvija ir
strikta imigracijas politika. Tam
nevar piekrist. Nav daudz valstu,
kuras ir 30 dazadu iemeslu ter-
minuzturéSanas atlaujas piepra-
siSanai. Latvija nav noteikusi uz-
nemsanas kvotas, tas nozime, ka
nav limitu, cik katru gadu drik-
stam arzemniekiem izsniegt uz-
turéSanas atlaujas. Latvija no-
drosina visplasakas iesp€jas apvienot gimeni, nenosakot ne-
kadus ierobezojumus, taja skaita, cik ilgu laiku laulibai ir ja-
biit noslégtai pirms uzturéSanas atlaujas pieprasiSanas. Latvi-
ja izcelas ar loti isiem dokumentu izskatiSanas terminiem.
TerminuzturéSanas atlaujas izskatiSanas laiks visparéja karti-
ba ir 30 dienas, atrakais izskatiSanas laiks ir piecas darba die-
nas. Nezinu nevienu valsti, kura tik atri ir izskatiti terminuz-
turéSanas dokumenti. Darba tirgus politika ir vérsta uz iekSe-
ja darba tirgus aizsardzibu, kas nozimé, ka priekSroka tiek
dota vietéjam darbaspékam, un tikai tad, ja darba devéjs Lat-
vija nevar atrast sev piemérotu specialistu, ir tiesigs pienemt
darba arzemnieku.

Komercsabiedribam, lai vinu ipasnieki, padomes vai val-
des locekli varétu sanemt Latvija uzturéSanas atlaujas, javeic
aktivu saimniecisko darbibu, lai dotu ekonomisku labumu
valstij.

Lai ari arzemniekiem ir plasas iespéjas sanemt uzturésa-
nas atlauju, Latvija nav imigracijas valsts. Arzemnieku ipat-
svars Latvija 2011.gada 1.janvari bija 2.49% no kopé¢ja iedzi-
votaju skaita (iecelotaji péc 1992.gada — 1.09%, paréjie ir
Latvijas nepilsoni, kuri, dzivodami Latvija, pienémusi citas
valsts pilsonibu). Katru gadu Latvija pirmreizéjas terminuz-
turéSanas sanem apméram 2,5 tikstoSu arzemnieku. Tas ne-
nozimé, ka visi Sie arzemnieki paliek Latvija, daudzi péc dar-
ba liguma beigam vai studijam atgriezas savd mitnes zemé.
Pirms daziem gadiem bija liels arzemnieku pieplidums saka-
ra ar nepietiekamo darbaspéku Latvija, tagad $adu arzem-
nieku ir saméra maz. Pasreiz vispopularakais un visapspries-
takais terminuzturéSanas atlauju pieprasijuma iemesls ir sais-
tiba ar nekustamo ipasSumu iegadi Latvija. No 2010.gada
1.jalija Iidz 2011.gada 20.aprilim tadas ir pieprasitas 190 ar-
zemniekiem un 242 vinu gimenes locekliem.
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®doro u3 nuyHoro apxusa Xocam A6y Mepu

T'ocnooun Xocam A6y Mepu — pykosooumens 1ameuticko-
JLULBAHCKO020 KYIbMYPHO20 00uecmea, 0CHO8amelb yeHmpa
apaockoil Kyabmypbsl, a makxke aAKMuUeHbLIl 41eH
Jlameuiicko2o HAUUOHANBHOZ0 KYABINYPHO20 00ULeCmea

C JIaTtBuen B cepale...

Bpau Xocam Ady Mepu, ponuBmuiics B JIuBane, siBisieTcst
OJHHM H3 HaHOojlee aKTHBHBIX NPEICTABHTEIed Herocyaapcr-
BEHHOT'0 CEKTOPA B THAJIOTE C FOCYAPCTBEHHBIMH HHCTHTYIHSI-
MH, U nocje 18 jer, npoxkuThix B JIaTBHH, ¢ TOPIOCTHI0 HA3BI-
BaeT cedsl MATPHOTOM 3TOH cTpaHbl. O BO3MOZKHOCTSIX HHOCT-
PaHIIEB H CBOEM OIIbITE YCIIENTHOH HHTETPAIHH B MECTHOE 001IIe-
CTBO OH paccka3biBaeT u3nanuio «Hallo, Latvija!»

— Pacckazkure, Kak BbI nonaim B JIatBuio!

— 51 w3 JluBana, u B JlatBuu xuBy ¢ 1993 rona. 51 meuran crath
BPavoM, TIO3TOMY, B IEPBYIO OYepenb, [yman 06 o6pa3oBanui. — 00
SMUTPALH 5 3aTyMAIICs] HECKOIBKO MO3XKe.

B JIuBane nocse rpaxkaaHcKoW BOMHBI B By3ax HE XBaTajlo Orof-
JKETHbIX MecT. PaboTany TONbKO HECKONBKO YACTHBIX YHUBEPCHTE-
TOB, HO U TaM ObUIa BbICOKAs IUIaTa 32 OOYYEHUE M MHOI'O KEJalo-
MIMX yYUTHCS, TIOCKONBKY Tpodeccust Bpaya B JIMBaHe cumTaercs
OYEHb NPECTUXKHON, M B KAXKMIOW CEMBE MO TPAIULIMU JOIKEH ObITh
XOTs1 Obl OMH Bpay. B Moel ceMbe TakKe €CTb BpauH, U 51 XOTEJ OC-
BOUTD 3Ty MPOCECCHIO, MOITOMY HCKaT BO3MOXKHOCTH MOMYYHTh 00-
pasoBaHue 3a mpenenaMu cBoeil pomuHbl. [1o pekoMeHmanusm Bbl-
Opan MeuIMHCKYIO aKanemuio (ceiiyac — PHKCKH yHHUBEPCHTET
um. Crpanussi).

— KakoB ypoBeHb 00pa3oBaHusi, npeyiaraemblii B Jlaruu?

— JlatBusl TONBKO YTO OOpENa CBOX HE3ABHCHMOCTb, U CTPaHbI
Bantun mMHe Kazanuch Oonee CTaOWIbHbIMHU, HEXKENW, HalpUmep,
Poccus. Hano ckasarb, uto cutyauust B JlarBuu Torna Obuia 3Ha4u-
TEJIBHO CJIOXKHEE, YEM cefiyac, BONPOChl 0E30MaCHOCTH ObLTM HAMHO-

TO aKTyalbHee. BbITo MCHXOIOrHYECKH TSLKENO MPHUBBIKHYTH K JIPY-
I'IM KIMMaTHIeCKuM ycioBusiM. Ho y MeHst GbUTa MeuTa CTaTh TOK-
TOPOM BCE PABHO IJIe, TNIABHOE — BOIUIOTUTB CBOIO Meuty. B To Bpe-
Ms1 B MEeIUIIMHCKOW aKaieMUH BBEJIM HOBOE HarpalieHue — o0yue-
HHE Ha aHIJIMACKOM sI3bIKE, CO3MIABATIACH CTYICHYECKHE OTHENCHHS,
I7ie TIPenoaBaTelld FOBOPST Ha AHIIIMACKOM $I3bIKE U JOCTYITHA He-
o0xXonuMasi MEUIIMHCKasT JIuTepatypa. S cumTaro, 4ro ypoBeHb 00-
paszoBanusi B MEIUIMHCKON aKaTeMHH OYeHb XOPOIIIHI i COOTBETCT-
BYEeT MHPOBbIM 0Opa30BaTelIbHBIM CTaHIapTaM. Bce, 3aKOHUHBIINE
aKkajIeMHIo, CAAM ClieUabHble KBATM(UKAIMOHHbIE 9K3aMEHbI B
JluBaHe, KOTOPbIE TaM SIBISIFOTCS O0sI3aTe/IbHBIM TPEOOBAHUEM, ECIT
xoyelb paborarh B MenuimHCKor cepe. B 1999 romy st okonumn
YHUBEPCHUTET U TOMYUYWT JUIUIOM BPavya-racTpo3HTEpOIora, HO HyK-
HO ObUIO pelaTh — BO3BpAIIAThcs B JIMBaH U MPONOIKUTL OOy4YeHUE
B PE3UCHTYPE, €XaTh B 3HAKOMYIO €BPOIIEHCKYIO CTpaHy WM OCTaThb-
cs B JlaTBuu.

— 1 BB100p ObLI ceIaH B NOb3y JlaTBum.

— Ha, B 1999 romy permmi npoo/KuTs 00yUeHre B Pe3UIeHTYpe, a
3TO YK€ COBCEM Jipyrasi Xu3Hb. PaboTta B GOJIbHUILIE, €XKETHEBHbIN
KOHTAKT C MAIMEHTAMH, T BO3MOKHOCTh HAMHOTO JIyYIlle Y3HATh
MECTHYIO KH3Hb U OTHOBPEMEHHO COBEPIICHCTBOBATh 3HAHMSI SI3bI-
Ka u Oosiee aKTUBHO y4acTBOBATb B OOLIECTBEHHOW >KM3HU. Torma
BMECTe C SIMHOMBINLICHHUKAMI Mbl CO3MATH ACCOIHAIMIO BBIITY-
CKHHKOB JIATBHIICKUX BY30B B JIVBaHe, W B MalbHEHIIIEM €KErOIHO
JIETOM TMPOBONWIA MEPOIPHUSITHS,, HA KOTOPBIX PACCKa3bIBAM O
JlaTBuu, O €e HE3aBUCUMOCTH, O KYJIBbTYypE.

— C 3T10ii acconuanyy ¥ HAYATACh BAIA AKTHBHASI 00MIECT-
BEeHHAsI ZKH3Hb.

— Ila, Korya akTUBHO 3aHsUICS] OOIIECTBEHHON PabOTOH, IIOHAT0-
ouch Gonee IyOOKKMe 3HAHUS SI3bIKA, CTal OOJbIIE YUTATh, MHTE-
pecoBarthCsl  TONMTHYECKOM KM3HBIO. [TomiTiKa MeHsT Bcerna WHTe-
pecoBaiia, TaK Kak Mosi ceMbsl Bcernia Oblla akTHBHOW M paboTana B
CaMOYIpPAaBIICHHSIX, TIO3TOMY 51 C MHTEPECOM CIIEMIT 332 MECTHBIMH
HOBOCTSIMH, YATAJT JIATBUHCKHE TA3EThI, 3HAKOMHIJICS C €€ TIOBCETHEB-
HOM XU3HBI0. Bee 310, HeCOMHEHHO, TOMOTAI0 B OCBOSHHH IOCYIap-
CTBEHHOTO $13bIKa, HO HACTOSIIHA OIBIT 51 MPHOOPENT TOIBKO TOTJIA,
Koria B GOJIBHHMIIE CTaT 00IIATHCS C JIFOIbMU. MOsl 3KeHa JIaThIIIKa, C
€e CeMbEii sT pa3roBapHBalO Ha JIATBIIICKOM si3bIKe. WTaK, sl B KaKOW-
TO MOMEHT MOHsUI, 4TO B JIatBiM He xBaraeT nHopmanuy o JInpane
1 Ha060poT, nostomy yupemmwi Kiny6 apyx6b1. C 2001 roma mer ot-
MeuaeM JTHH He3aBHCHMOCTH Jlatenu 1 JInBaHa, 5TH aThl B KalleHNIA-
pe Hefaneko Apyr ot apyra. M st cran akTuBHO paboTaTh B pa3MUHbIX
HEroCyJapCTBEeHHbIX OpPraHM3alysIX, Macc-MeMa CTaId MHTEpeco-
BaTbCsl MHOIO, OpaTh MHTEPBBIO. Mosi OOIIECTBEHHASI KU3Hb CTAHO-
BHIIACh BCE aKTUBHEE W aKTUBHEE, M CIIEYIOLIMM IIAroM CTallo CO3Aa-
Hue JInaHckoro KynbTypHOro oomecrsa. B 2004 romy st mossit, uto
MOsI JIESITENTbHOCTb  TOJDKHA ObITh GOMbIE CBsi3aHA C apabamu, Tak
KaK B OOLIECTBE CYILECTBOBAIM 3a0My>KACHUsI U (POOUH B OTHOIIEHUH
apa6oB, ocobenHo nocie coobitil 11 cenrsidpst B CLLIA, noatomy st
cos3nai LlenTp apaGckoit KyibTypbl, pyKOBOIUTEIEM KOTOPOTO SIBIISI-
10Ch 10 cuX nop. [lesiTebHOCTh 9TOro o0miecTBa Obuia Gojiee mac-
mITaGHOM, YeM B TPEIbIIYyIIeH OpraHu3alii, a KOMMYHHKAIHS C TO-
CYIApCTBECHHBIMA HHCTHTYIIHSIME — GOJIee TECHOM, YIaloCh MPUBICYb
CpeJICcTBa rocyaapcTBeHHOro Gropkera 1 EBpocorosa.

— Kak 3a 311 rois1 H3MEeHWIOCH Balle NpencTasienye o JIar-
BaH?

— Hy>XHO MOHUMATh MEHTAIIBHOCTB JIFONEH, KUBYIMX B JIaTBuu.
ITo 1999 ropa st 5Kui1 B TOBOIBHO H30IMPOBAHHOM CTYIEHUECKOM 00-
IecTBe, OoIblle BpeMeHH yrensisi yuebe, y MeHst He ObUIO J0CTaToy-
HO uH(popMmauuy o MectHoM Mentaurere. [Tocne 1999 roga Bee us3-
MEHWIIOCH, sI cTall paboTaTh B c(pepe MEAULUHBI, Y4acTBOBaTh B 00-
LIECTBEHHOM paboTe, BCTPEUaThCs C MOMKHOCTHBIMY JiMLaMu. Tak,
CO BpEMEHeM, MEHsI Y3HAIIM KaK Bpaya, sl IOy MOIEPKKY JIFO-
JeH, 3TO 3aCTaBUJIO MEHS ObITh OOJIee aKTUBHBIM B OOIIECTBEHHOM
>ku3nu JlatBun. Dra cTpaHa nana MHe 0Opa3oBaHKe, CEMbIO 1 Oy-
myliee, U sl cervac HA B KOEM Cilydae He OIIymaro cest Tak, Kak
OyaTo Obl y MEHsI MEHBILIE IPaB WX MEHsI IUCKPUMUHUPYIOT. Y Me-
Hsl 1a3Ke €CThb OLIyILIEHHe, uTo 51 0 JIaTBUM GOuIbIIE TOBOPIO OT AYIIH,
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Hexenu apyrue. Hampumep, Bctpevasicb ¢ HHOCTPaHHBIME TTOCITa-
MH, 5 ceriyac roBopIo o JIaTBuu KaK o CBOEH CTpaHe, M 3TO SIBISIET-
Csl IOKA3aTellbCTBOM TOTO, 4TO 51 MHTErpupoBaicsi. biaropapst ak-
THUBHOW JIESITEIILHOCTH B HETOCYIapPCTBEHHOM CEKTOpE Ha MeHsI 00-
parwn BauManne Cekperapuar OOIECTBEHHOW WHTErpalyy U Apy-
T'He TocylapcTBeHHbIE MHCTUTYIHMHU. [lonyunB HEOOGXOMMMYIO MO-
IEpPXKKY, 51 0OpaTHIICSI C COOTBETCTBYIOILIMM 3asIBIICHHEM, M B KOHIIE
2007 roga Ceim nopuepkan 0coObli 3aKOHOIPOEKT O TIPUCBOCHHUH
MHe rpaxpancTsa Jlarsun. [Tocie nomydenust rpakaHcTBa Bee cra-
JIO ellle Cepbe3Hee — Y MeHsl YKe ObUIM 00sI3aHHOCTH IpakKIaHuHa.
Ceituac JIaTBust IOpHAMYECKH SIBIISIETCSI MOCH CTPAHOM, U 51 TIPUHANI-
JIeXy K 3TOMy TOCYHapCTBY, s MOJKEH paboTarb, 4TOObI CTpaHa
craza Jiydiie. 3aKOHOMEPHO U TO, YTO S 3HAYMTEIBHO AKTHBHEE
cras paboTarh B COBETAaX Pa3MYHbIX HErOCYIAPCTBEHHBIX OpPraHu-
3aumi, ¥ B 2009 oy st y>Ke OLIyTHI, 4TO rocyapcTBeHHasl MOIUTH-
Ka HaYMHAEeT KacaTbCsl JIMYHO MEHSI, MOEH CEMbH, ALUEHTOB, SI BH-
MeJl, 9TO MPABUTEILCTBO HOMYCTWIO MHOrO ommo6ok. Tak, B 2010
romy 51 BCTynwi B maptuio «OOIIecTBO 3a APYTyIO TMONUTHKY» U OT
cmucka «EnuHeTBa» GammotupoBaicsl Ha Bbioopax B CeiM, U, XOTs
HE TI0oNall B MApJIaMEeHT, MOMyY/I JOCTATOYHO MHOTO IOJIOCOB M30H-
pareJen.

— HacKobKO JIeTKO HHOCTPAHIy HHTEIPHPOBATLCSA B JIAT-
BHICKOM 001mecTBe?

— Mo mentamter 3a 18 sier cepbe3no n3menuncsi. Bo mue co-
XPaHWIMCh MOU KOPHH, GEPEKHOE OTHOLICHHE K POIHOM apaGCKOM
KYIIBTYPE, HO sI 9yBCTBYIO, YTO GOJIbIIE MPUHAWIEXKY K JATBUACKOMY
0011IeCTBY, TIOCKONIBKY HOHUMAIO, O YEM JIIOIM 3[IECh TyMAIOT. 5 cuu-
Talo, YTO SIBJISIIOCH YIAUHBIM NPHUMEPOM TOTO, YTO YEJIOBEK MOXKET
MHTErPUPOBATHCS B JIIOOOH crpaHe. [lyTh MOHSITEH — HyXKHO y4HTb
SI3bIK, MOCKOJIBKY, 3HasI SI3bIK, MOKHO UMTaTh, CIICIUTh 32 KyJIbTYPOH
U MOHMMATh, HACKOIBKO OHA Xopoma. He 3Hast si3bIka M MECTHOH
KYIBTYPBbI, ThI Bceraa Gyaelib rocTeM, H30JMPOBAHHBIM OT BCETO OK-
Ppy>Karomero.

Hyxuo yuursiBath, uto B JlaTBuu XMBYT paxIidHbIe HAIMEHb-
IIMHCTBA, B OOILIECTBE MIMPOKO HCIONB3YETCsl pyccKuid si3bIK. [lo-
CJIACTBUSI OKKYTIAIMH TAK>KE MOBIMSITH Ha TIONUTHYECKHE PEIICHHS],
KOTOpbIE OYEHb YYBCTBUTENbHBI B BOIPOCAX MPakIAHCTBA M MUTpa-
un. [To-moeMmy, y 4enoBeka JOIKHO ObITh JKeTaHUe 31ech HHTErPH-
POBaThCsI, 3TO SIBISIETCST OCHOBOM Bcero. Hy>kHo camomy onpenernnTsb
CBOIO I1€JIb, €CJIM LIEJb YENOBEKA - OCTAThCSl U OCBOUTD $I3bIK, TO OH
371ech ocTaHercst ¥ OyAeT 4acTbio Hamero obmiectsa. B unrerparmmn
Ha TIEPBOM MeCTe CTOMT $I3bIK, TOIIBKO OCBOWIB €0, UEIOBEK MOXKET
TIOYYBCTBOBATh, CMOYKET JIN OH 3[1€Ch >KHTb.

— KakoBo orHomenne nHCTHTYIMI JIaTBHM K HHOCTpaHIaM?

— Hecars ner Hazag Obu IpoOaeMbl. Bo MHOTUX yupeskIeHHsIX
MHOCTPAHIEB HE TOHUMAIH, TaK Kak [yIsi OOIIECHUsT HE XBATAIO 3Ha-
HHM S13bIKA, HE XBATAIO CMEJIOCTH TOBOPUTH C MHOCTPAHIIEM, HE XBa-
Tano nH(opMaIuK o ero crpate. Jlogu 6bUT OCTOPOXKHbI, KOHCEP-
BAaTHBHBI, Y HUX HE ObUIO BPEMEHU OOBSICHHTB, JOJITO TOBOPHTH. A
ceiyac, nocne Beryrienusi B EBpocoto3 v B pe3yibrare akTHBHOM Je-
SITEJIBHOCTH HETOCYIaPCTBEHHOTO CEKTOPa, s CYUTAI0, YTO CHTYaLMsI
CYyIIECTBEHHO M3MEHHIIach. PaGOTHHUKY YTpaBleHus O AelaM rpax-
JAHCTBA ¥ MUTPALMK XOPOLIO FOBOPSIT NO-aHIIMHACKH, TOTOBbI 00b-
SICHUTb M 1O BO3MOXKHOCTH CTaparoTCsi MOMOYb, IO3TOMY B 3TOH
chepe y HHOCTPaHLEB TPOOJIEM ¢ OOIEHUEM OOIbIIE HE BO3HUKAET.
B Mecrax, rje st eXKeHEBHO CTAIKUBAIOCh C BOIPOCAMHM MMMHIpa-
LIMM, OTHOLIEHWE CO CTOPOHBI MHCTUTYIUH BO CTO Pa3 JIydllle, HexKe-
JIM IECSITh VI TSITHALATh JIET Ha3ad, W B Ipyrux MHCTHTYLUSIX, ST oy~
Malo, MOCeTHTeNed 0co00 HE MIENSIT Ha JIAThIIICH W JIFOIer APYTHX
HaIMOHAJILHOCTEM.

— KakoBsbI Balm JajibHeHAINNe IIAHBI H 3ayMKH?

— AcHo, uto Moe Oyaymiee cBs3aHo ¢ JlarBued. Most nmpesxxHsis
SKU3HD TTOKA3bIBACT, YTO 51 MPUHAIEXKY K 9TOMY OOLIECTBY, a 3TO, B
CBOIO OYepeib, MOKA3bIBACT, YTO Il MHTErpauuy B JlaTBuu 51 BbI-
Opal IPaBWIbHBIN MyTh, SIBISIOCH OJHUM W3 MAaTPUOTOB M JIOSUICH K
JlarBuu. X0Ts 1 HE CUMTALO, YTO OOJIbILE HE NpUHAMIEXY K JIuBaHy,
s TOBOPIO, YTO $1 JIMBAHEIl, IPHE3XKAI0 B TOCTH, HO MOsI >KH3Hb IIPO-
XOMHT 37eCh — s yMpy B JlatBuu. MeHst yTBepawin B IOJDKHOCTH TO-

YETHOro KOHCyna JInBaHa, HO U3-3a 3aTSHYBIIErOCs KPU3UCa BIACTU
B JIuBaHe 3TH JOKYMEHTBI IO CUX HOp HE YTBEpXKIEeHbL. B mpomuom
rofy 51 Oa/uI0THpOBasIcs Ha BbIOOpax B CeliM U B Ja/IbHEHIIEM UIaHH-
PYIO aKTHBHEE Y4acTBOBATh B pabOTE CBOEH MAPTHH U B €€ PyKOBOM-
crBe. Taxoke B nanbHenem Oyly UCIIONHSTb OOSI3aHHOCTU COBETHUKA
MUHHUCTPA BHYTPEHHUX JEI 10 AeNlaM MUrpalui. S Xouy akTUBHO 3a-
HUMAaThCsl MOMUTHKOM, HO 51 HE NPOILy TOKHOCTH, Y MEHsI HET LIEN
nonactb B CeiiM, ObITb MUHHICTPOM, 51 XOUy BOILIOLIATh B JKU3Hb Lie-
JIM IIApTHY, YJTy4lllaTh CUTyalIo B cTpaHe. PaGorato GecriaTHo, Tak
KAaK MPHILEN B IOIMTHKY HE 151 TOro, 4T00bI pasdorareTs. MHe ot no-
JIUTMKY HE Hy>KHA MPHObLIb, IO3TOMY CMEJIO FOBOPIO, YTO MOSI 1aJIb-
HeWIasi >KU3Hb OQHO3HAYHO Oyner cBsizaHa ¢ JlatBuen. S — rpaxkna-
HUH 3TO CTPaHbl, X HUKYAA HE UCYE3HY.

MHueHue 3Kcnepra

Maiipa Poz3e,
3aMeCTHUTENh HaYalbHIKA
YnpasneHust rpakaaHCcTBa
¥ MHTPALH

Mtuorue roopsat, uro B JlatBun
CTpOrasi IMMHTPAlMOHHAs! OIUTHKA.
C amuM Hemb3sl comacuthest. T ocy-
IapCTB, B KOTOPbIX ycTaHORIEHO 30
Pa3MMYHbIX PUYUH 151 3a11poca Bpe-
MEHHOTO BHWa Ha >KMTEIbCTBO, HE
MHOro. JlatBueii He yCTaHOBIEHbI
KBOTBI IPUEMA, YTO O3HAYAET OTCYT-
CTBHE JIMMUTOB, KAKOMY KOJIMYECTBY
MHOCTPAHIIEB €>KErOJHO MOKEM BbI-
[aBaTh BUJ Ha >KUTENbCTBO. JIaTBHsl 0OecneunBaeT camble IUPOKHE
BO3MO>KHOCTH JUTsl BOCCOETMHEHHUSI CEMbH, HE YCTAHABIMBASI HUKAKHX
OrpaHUYEHUH, B TOM YHCIE M TO, KAKOW JIOJDKHA ObIThb MPOIOIIKH-
TEJILHOCTh Opaka 0 3ampoca BUJA Ha >KUTENbCTBO. JlaTBust BbIens-
€1csl OYeHb KOPOTKHMH CPOKAMH PacCMOTPEHHs JOKyMeHToB. Pac-
CMOTpEHHE JOKYMEHTOB Ha 3alpOoC BPEMEHHOT'O BU/IA HA SKHTEbCT-
BO B 00mieM mopsiike cocrtapisier 30 mHed, KpaTJaiimii CPpoK pac-
CMOTpEHHs TOKYMEHTOB — 5 pabounx faHeil. He 3Hato Hi ogHOTO ro-
CyJIapcTBa, Iie TaK ObICTPO pacCMAaTpPUBAIOTCS TOKYMEHTBI Ha 3aIpOC
BPEMEHHOTO BH/A Ha XKUTENbCTBO. [T0oNMTHKA PhIHKA TPyAa Harpas-
JIeHa Ha 3allUTy BHYTPEHHErO PbIHKA TPYJia, YTO O3HAYAET, YTO Npefl-
MOYTEeHHE OTAAeTCSl MECTHOH paboyell cuiie, ¥ TOIbKO TOrna, Korma
paboroparens B JIaTBuM HE MOXKET HAalTH MOAXOASIIErO CHeUaIiC-
Ta, OH BIIPaBE MPHHSITH HA PabOTy HHOCTPAHIA.

Kommepueckue o0iectsa, 1jist TOro, YroObl MX BIAJENbLIbL, WIEHBI
COBETa WK MPARIEHNsI, MOIVIM MOIYYHTh BUJ Ha >KUTEILCTBO B Jlar-
BHH, TOJDKHbI BECTH AKTUBHYFO XO3SIHCTBEHHYIO IESTENBHOCTb, IPHHO-
CSIIIYI0 9KOHOMHYECKYIO BbI'Oy FOCYAApCTBY.

X0T y HHOCTPAHLIEB UMEIOTCSl IMUPOKHUE BO3MOKHOCTH ISl IO-
Jy4eHus] BUJA Ha >KUTEICTBO, JIaTBUsI HE SIBIISIETCS] MMMHTPAIIOH-
HOW CTpaHOW. YJeNnbHbIN Bec MHOCTpaHues B JlatBum Ha 1 stHBapst
2011 ropma cocrasun 2,49% or OOwWENR YHCIEHHOCTH HACEJIEHUS
(ummurpanTsl nocne 1992 roga — 1,09%, ocranbHbie — Herpaxk-
naHe JlaTBuu, KOTOpbIe, >KuBsl B JlaTBuM, MPUHSUIM IPasKIAHCTBO
apyroro rocyfapcrsa). ExerogHo B JIaTBHM MEpBUYHbBIA BPEMEH-
HBIM BHI HA SKUTEBCTBO TONYYAOT OKOMO 2,5 THICSY HHOCTPAHIICB.
DTO HE 3HAYMT, YTO BCE STH MHOCTPAHIIBI OCTAIOTCS B JIaTBUM, MHO-
Y€ TOCTIe 3aBEPLICHHS TPYIOBOIO TOrOBOpa WM O0y4YeHHUsI BO3BPa-
LIAKOTCSL B CBOXO cTpaHy. Heckonbko Jier Ha3an HaOmopancs 60ib-
LIOW HAIUIbIB MHOCTPAHLIEB B CBSI3M C HEXBATKOH paboyer CHUibl B
JlatBuu, cefiyac TakMX UHOCTPAHLEB CPAaBHUTENILHO Malo. B Hacto-
sIIee BpeMsl CaMOU NOMYJISIPHON U 00CY>KIaeMON NPHYMHOMN 3aMpo-
ca BPEMEHHBIX BHIOB HA >KHTEIILCTBO SIBISIETCSI IPUOOPETEHNE He-
neikumocty B JIateuu. C 1 uronst 2010 ropa no 20 anpesst 2011 ro-
1a TakoBble 3aTpeGoBaHbl st 192 uxocTpanies u 242 4neHoB ux
ceMeit.
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Holiday moments in Latvia

With Latvia
in his heart...

Lebanon-born doctor Hosam Abu Meri is one of the most
active non-governmental representatives in Latvia, working
to reach a dialogue with the authorities, and after eighteen
years spent in Latvia proudly calls himself a patriot. He of-
fers «Hallo, Latvija!» his opinion on matters concerning
third country nationals and experience of successful integra-
tion in the local society.

Tell us, what brought you to Latvia?

I was born in Lebanon, but live in Latvia since year 1993.
I came to Latvia because of education — I wanted to be a doc-
tor. However, in Lebanon being a doctor is considered very
prestigious and the tradition is to have at least one medic in
every family. Back then only a few colleges were open, but
they charged a high tuition fee and had too many applicants.
I couldn’t get a scholarship, so I had to look for educational
opportunities outside my homeland. I chose the Medical
Academy in Riga (now Riga Stradin§ University).

What is the quality of education in Latvia?

In 1993 Latvia had recently regained its independence and
the Baltic States back then seemed more stable and safe
than, for example, Russia. But, of course, situation at the ti-
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A mountain-surrounded village in the middle of Lebanon

me was different — security issues were more important and
public opinion was more apparent. Also I found it hard to ad-
just to the local climate.

However, my dream was to be a doctor, regardless the pla-
ce. When I arrived, the Medical Academy had just created a
new lecture course in English; all the necessary academic li-
terature was also available in English. I think that quality of
education in the Academy is very good and internationally
recognized, for example, all students who graduated from it
have also passed qualification exams in Lebanon that are
mandatory to receive a medical license.

In 1999 I graduated from the academy with a diploma in
gastroenterology, so I had to decide — go back to Lebanon, go
to another European country or stay in Latvia.

And you chose Latvia!

Yes, in 1999 I decided to continue my studies in residency
and it was a different experience. Working in a hospital and
talking to patients on a daily basis is a very good way to get
to know the local way of life, improve language, become
socially active. My colleagues and I established Latvian
University Alumni Association in Lebanon and every sum-
mer we held a public event during which we discussed our
experience about Latvia and its culture.

This association was the starting point of your active soci-
al life?

Yes, I had to follow media, improve my language, and ke-
ep up with the politics. I have always been interested in poli-
tics, maybe because my family has always been politically ac-
tive. I watched local news, read newspapers in Latvian — all of
it improved my language knowledge significantly, however,
the best experience was talking to my patients at the hospital.
Also — my wife is Latvian and I speak Latvian with her fami-
ly. At one point I realized that Latvia lacks information abo-
ut Lebanon and the other way around, so I founded the
Friendship Club. Since 2001 we celebrate Latvian and Leba-
nese Independence days. When I got involved in the non-
governmental activities, I finally received attention from me-
dia — they started to write about me, recognize me. The next
step was the creation of the Lebanese Cultural Society.

In 2004 I realized that my work should be connected with
the Arabs in general. Latvian society has a lot of stereotypes
and prejudices against Arabs, especially after September 11
events. It encouraged me to create the Arabian Culture Cen-
tre. This organization addressed more important issues, which
helped us to get funding from the national budget and the EU.

Has your opinion about Latvia changed in the past 10
years?

The local mentality has to be understood. Until 1999 I li-
ved in a rather isolated student society, focusing on my stu-
dies, so my knowledge about the local mentality was poor.
Everything changed after I graduated. I worked at the hospi-
tal, had meetings with the officials. That helped me to estab-
lish myself as a doctor, get involved in the public life and ma-
de me want to contribute to the Latvian society even more.
This country has given me education, family and future and I
have never felt discriminated or felt that I have fewer rights
than other citizens. Sometimes it seems to me that I talk abo-
ut Latvia more sincerely than the others. For example, when
meeting foreign diplomats I speak about Latvia as my country
— a proof that I have successfully integrated in the society.

Because of my active social life the Social Integration Sec-
retariat and other state institutions noticed me and with all
the necessary support I filed an application and was given the
Latvian citizenship in 2007.
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Becoming a citizen made me feel more responsible — now
I belonged to this country and it was my duty to contribute
and make it better.

Naturally, I took part in various NGO boards and in 2009
I realized that the politics had started to affect my family, my
patients and me personally, I saw that the government has
made many serious mistakes. In 2010 I made a decision to jo-
in the political party “Society for Different Politics» and ran
for the parliament elections. I did not get a seat in the parli-
ament, but I received encouraging results.

How easy is it for foreigners to sucessfully integrate in the
Latvian society?

My mentality has changed significantly over the last 18
years. I still have the Arabian background and origin, but I
find myself thinking like a Latvian now. I think I am a good
example that a person can integrate in any society at any time.
The path is clear — one has to learn the language, because it is
the key to any society — you can read and learn about the cul-
ture. Without the language you will always be a guest, isolated.

It should be noted that there are many different minority
groups in Latvia and Russian language is widely used. Also,
the consequences of occupation have left an impact on the
way that political decisions concerning immigration and
nationality issues are made in this country — with caution and
suspicion. I think, one must want to integrate in the society —
it is the key to success. If a person wants to learn the langu-
age and stay in Latvia, they will do it, as opposed to those
who just want use Latvia as a temporary place before moving
somewhere else.

How are the foreigners treated in Latvian institutions?

We had a lot of problems 10 years ago. Many officials did-
n’t speak English, didn’t have experience with foreigners, co-
urage to talk to them. People were cautious, conservative,
didn’t bother to help. However now, after joining the EU,
the situation has improved greatly. Staff from the Office of
the Citizenship and Immigration Affairs has a good English
knowledge, is willing to explain and offer their help, so fo-
reigners should not have problems in that area.

In institutions where I have to deal with immigration ques-
tions and foreigners daily, the staff’s attitude is much better
now than ten or fifteen years ago. In some places people are
not divided in Latvians and non-Latvians anymore, it entirely
depends on the person who is working with you — those who
are polite and considerate are like this to everyone.

What are your future plans and intentions?

It’s certain that I will stay in Latvia. My life experience
shows that I belong here, that I have integrated in the socie-
ty. I am a patriot and loyal to Latvia. Although I do not belie-
ve that I no longer belong to Lebanon, I still say I am Leba-
nese. I visit my homeland, but my real life is here — in Latvia.

I am approved as the honorary consul of Lebanon in Lat-
via, however I am still waiting for the documents — there ha-
ve been delays because of the Lebanese government.

I also took part in last year's parliamentary elections and
in the future intend to participate more actively in my party’s
management and activities. I will also continue to be the ad-
visor on migration issues to the Minister of Interior Affairs.
I know that I want to be more engaged in the politics in this
country, however I do not want to be a minister, [ don’t want
to be in the parliament. My aim is to be involved, to carry out
our goals and improve the situation in Latvia. I work for free,
because I am not in politics to make money, I am a doctor,
so I will always have an income. I will always be linked to Lat-
via, because I am a citizen and my place is here.

Expert’s opinion

Maira Roze,

Deputy Head of the Office
of Citizenship and
Migration Affairs

Many say that the immigrati-
on policy in Latvia is very strict. I
disagree. Only a few countries
have more than 30 different re-
asons that allow foreigners to re-
ceive a temporary permit — Lat-
via is one of them. Also, Latvia
has not set admission quotas,
which means that there is no li-
mit on how many residence per-
mits can be issued to foreigners every year. Latvia provides
wide opportunities for those who want to start a family with-
out setting strict conditions, for example, how long the mar-
riage has to be concluded before applying for residence per-
mit. Latvia stands out because of the very short document
processing terms.

The general procedure of processing temporary residence per-
mits takes 30 days; if demanded, a permit can be processed with-
in 5 days. I don’t know of any other country that works so fast.

Labour market policy in Latvia is focused on the domestic
labor market protection, which means that priority is given to
the local labor force. Only if the employer cannot find a sui-
table specialist from the local candidates, than he is authori-
zed to hire a foreigner.

Companies must have an active business and contribute to
the economy of the country in order to receive residence per-
mits for their owners, council or board members.

Although foreigners have good chances to receive residen-
ce permits, Latvia is not a popular country for immigrants.

As of January 2011 there are only 2.49% of foreigners in
Latvia. After 1992 the number was 1.09%, the rest are non-cit-
izens who, while staying in Latvia, adopted another nationality.

Every year about 2500 foreigners receive the initial resi-
dence permit in Latvia. Not all of them remain here — most
of the foreign nationals leave the country once their study or
work contracts are over. A few years back there was a large
influx of foreigners because of insufficient manpower, how-
ever, now there are relatively few of those.

Currently, the most popular and most discussed reason for
temporary residence permit application is due to the purchase
of real estate in Latvia. 190 foreigners and 242 members of
their families have applied to receive permits as of July 2010.
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(& Nils Muiznieks, Latvijas Universitates Socialo un politisko pétijumu institata direktors

.@‘ Latvija arvalstniekiem Sobrid nav visai pievilciga, tomér nakotné més varam rékinaties pamata ar divu vei-
“' ¢ ' du imigraciju — cilvékiem, kas bég no kaut kadiem konfliktiem vai straujas politiskas situacijas mainas, ka ari

darba meklétajiem. Péc manam domam, taja bridi, kad saks nopietni atguties Latvijas ekonomika, pieaugs

ari arvalstnieku — darba meklétaju — pieplidums no tuvakajam kaiminvalstim, ipasi Baltkrievijas, Moldovas,
Ukrainas. Runéjot par Latvijas darba tirgu, péc manam domam, turpmak skaidri prognozéjams ir tiesi augsti kvalific€ta
darbaspéka trikums. Latvija kvalificétiem imigrantiem patlaban ir nepievilciga, un starptautiska konkurences tirgi $aja jo-
ma més zaud&jam citam valstim. Integracijas joma tiesi arvalstu studenti ir visvieglak integréjami vietéja sabiedriba, bet vi-
nu piesaistiSana ir jaskata konteksta ar to, cik pievilcigas ir izglitibas iespéjas un vietéjais darba tirgus, cik viegli iegit uztu-
résanas atlaujas, juridiski noformét laulibas, kadas ir bérnu izglitibas iespéjas un tamlidzigi. Latvijai $aja joma vél ir veicams
liels darbs, pieméram, valodas apguves iespéjas dazadam vecuma grupam par brivu joprojam ir diezgan ierobezota apjo-
ma. Paraléli vél ir liels darbs jaiegulda un jasagatavo ari pati sabiedriba tam, ka nacionali Latvija varétu klut raibaka.

= i
MHeHHe 3KcnepTa

Hun Myfl)KHI/IeKC, JUPEKTOP I/IHCTI/ITyTa COIMAJIbHBIX U MOJUTHYECKUX UCCICOIOBAaHUI JlaTtBUicKOro YHUBEPCUTETA

Ceituac JIaTBus 11 MHOCTPAHIIEB HE OYEHb MPHUBIEKATENbHA, OIHAKO B OYIYIIEM Mbl MOKEM CTONKHYThCS, B OCHOBHOM, C UIMMH-
rpauueil IByX BUIOB — JIOAbMH, KOTOPbIE OETyT OT KaKUX-THOO KOH(IMKTOB WK PE3KOH CMEHBI MOIUTHYECKON CUTYalluH, a TAKXKe
C TEMH, KTO MIIET paboTy. I cuMTaro, 4To B MOMEHT, KOI'TIa JaTBUICKAsh 9KOHOMHKA HAYHET CEPbE3HO BOCCTAHABIMBATHCS, YBEIH-
YUTCSl HAIUIbIB MHOCTPAHLIEB, 3aHATBIX MOMCKaMM pabOThl U3 OMMKANIIMX K HAM COCEJHUX CTpaH, ocoOeHHo benapycu, MongoBsl u
Yxpaunbl. ['0BOpst 0 TaTBUIICKOM pPBIHKE TPYAA, s CYATAIO, YTO B JATBHEHIIEM MOXKHO YETKO MPOTHO3UPOBATh HEXBATKY UMEHHO BbI- |
COKOKBAM(pHUIIMPOBAaHHON paboyeil cuibl. [ KBannuunpoBaHHBIX MMMUTPAHTOB JIaTBHsI MOKA HE MPHBIEKATEIbHA, U B KOHKY- |
PEHIMU HA MEXXTyHApOTHOM phIHKE TPyAa B 3TOM chepe Mbl yCTylaeM APyriuM rocynapctsam. B cpepe unrerparuu B MeCTHOE 00-
IECTBO HAMOOJIEE JIETKO MOKHO HHTETPUPOBATh HIMEHHO 3apyO€sKHBIX CTYIEHTOB, HO HX NPUBJIEYEHHUE HYKHO pACCMaTpPHBaTh B KOH-
TEKCTE TOTO, HACKONIBKO MTPUBIEKATENbHBI BO3MOXKHOCTH 0Opa30BaHKsI M MECTHBIN PbIHOK TPYNa, HACKOJBKO JIETKO TOyYUTh BU HA
SKUTENbCTBO, IOPUINYECKU O0(popMUTh Opak, KaKue BO3MOXKHOCTU 0Opa3oBaHusl y IeTed U ToMy nofgoOHoe. JIaTBuu B a10# chepe
elle MPEICTOUT MPOofeNaTh OOMBIIYI0 paboTy, HAIPUMED, IO CUX MOP AOCTATOYHO OrPaHUYEHbI BO3MOXKHOCTH OECIUIATHOTO OCBOE-
HHMSI S13bIKA TSI Pa3iIMYHBIX BO3pACTHBIX rpyni. ITapamensHo HEOOXOIUMO MPOBECTH OOINBIIYI0 pabOTy U MOATOTOBUTH CAMO OOLIE-
CTBO K TOMY, 4TO B JIaTBUM MOZKET MOSIBUTHCS €11e OOJbILIE HALIMOHAIBHOCTEN.
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Nils Muiznieks, Director of the Social and Political Research Institute, University of Latvia

At the moment Latvia is not attractive to foreign nationals, but in the future we can expect two types of immigration - i
people fleeing from conflicts or situations of rapid political change in their homeland, as well as job seekers. In my opini-
on, the influx of job seekers from closest neighbors — Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine — will increase when Latvian economy will
recover.

When speaking about Latvian labor market, I must say that soon Latvia will experience shortage of highly skilled workforce.
Right now our country is unattractive for skilled immigrants and we are losing to other countries in the international market.
Foreign students are the most easily integrated into local society. If we want to attract them we have to look at how de-
sirable are the education opportunities, the local labor market, and the ease of obtaining a residence permit, to get mar-
ried, to raise children.

Latvia still has to do a lot of work. For example, language-learning opportunities for different age groups for free are

still limited. Also, we have to prepare our own society that Latvia might become nationally diverse.
- Ay -.‘A

Plasaka informacija par izmainam likumdosana par treso valstu valstspiederi- http://www.pmlp.gov.lv/ru/pakalpojumi/uzturesanas.html
g0 uzturésanas atl_a'uju no_formé§anu atrodama Pilsonibas un migracijas lietu par- http://www.pmlp.gov.lv/ru/pakalpojumi/uzturesanas/dokumenti_ru2.html
valdes (PMLP) majas lapa: Wider information regarding changes in the legislation about third countries

http://www.pmlp.gov.lv/lv/pakalpojumi/uzturesanas.html
http://www.pmlp.gov.lv/lv/pakalpojumi/uzturesanas/dokumentu_sar2.html
HauGonee nogpoGHast nH(OpMaLisi 06 H3MEHEHHSIX B 3aKOHOJATEIbCTBE, KACAKOIIIA-

nationals’ residence permit processing you can find in the home page of Office of
Citizenship and Migration Affairs:

sicst opopmiteHrsi buja Ha JKUTEIbCTBO IPaskiaHAMHU TPETbHX CTPAH, HAXOMHUTCS Ha [10- http://www.pmlp.gov.lv/en/pakalpojumi/uzturesanas.html

MalllHe! CTpaHuie YIpaBiieHus MO0 JeaM MPaskIaHCTBA 1 MUTPALIUH: http://www.pmlp.gov.lv/en/pakalpojumi/residence/documents_2.html
Eksperti: Maira Roze, Pilsonibas un migracijas lietu parvaldes priekSnieka vietniece
Nils Muiznieks, Latvijas Universitates Socialo un politisko pétijumu institta direktors
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